
Field Notes: Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh, June 2015 

Vishakapatnam district 

This visit was exclusively to look at the problem of granite quarries that are springing up all over the 

hillsides in the district. VIKASA’s focus is within Chodavaram Forest Range and confined to 2 

mandals, Madugula and Ravikamatam. 

 

Quarry at your door-step! 

We (the VIKASA team, Sanjeevi Rao and myself) visited 3 villages that were faced with quarries in the 

vicinity. Three village meetings were held and the various issues that came up in the discussions are 

listed below; a more detailed version of the minutes haa been taken down in Telugu but yet to be 

translated. 

 

Changing landscape 

 In Tummavanipalem village the quarry was bang next to the village; people remarked that 

there was a noticeable drying up of water sources in 2 years 

 Blasting happened in the afternoon (when we were present) and in the night, leading to 

cracks in the houses 



 Women opposed the sale of land to the quarry-owners; the men were given liquor/meat 

and agreed to sell. The women had even gone to the quarry site as a group and opposed the 

work but the owners threatened them with a case. Though the men repent their situation 

they hesitate to go and oppose the quarries and instead send the women to do so! 

 

 Over the past 2 

years domestic 

discord and wife-

beating has 

increased in the 

villages with 

quarries. Perhaps 

why the community 

leadership in many 

villages is weak and 

needs rebuilding, 

reworking. 

 Most workers in the quarries are outsiders though a few people from the village are also 

part of the work force 

 The mining companies construct a lot of temples in the vicinity of the villages affected; they 

also supply alcohol and spend money on the people to overcome any opposition. Companies 

regularly promise jobs for the youth and invoke other aspirations 

 In many villages with quarries some of the people have accepted money for the land and are 

unable to oppose the quarry even though they may have changed their mind about it 

 In about 6-7 quarries, a few where work has not yet begun, the companies are dealing with 

the communities for their lands. At present they are cautious due to VIKASA’s presence; 

these 10-12 villages are essentially tribal but outside the PESA area. Some dharnas have 

been held for inclusion into PESA but has not been successful   

 

 

 Drying up a water body 

 



Some plans for the future 

 

• Sanjeevi discussed the situation with quarries in Srikakulam and explained how the 

communities around the Kannedhara managed to stop it; he also mentioned that 

the bribing, the alcohol, etc., was a common factor and that his fight had been 

against a minister! 

• People from Goppuru village had come to offer support/advice to the people of 

Tummavanipalem; they too have a quarry lease pending over their heads but have 

resolved to fight it. The were present in our meeting and vowed to help change the 

men’s attitude and suggested that the organization against the quarry should begin 

with the women, that the man may follow later. 

 

  

  Same to you! 

 

• As most of the villages have quarry leases already given out there should be a 

meeting at the Panchayat level with all the villages involved. 

• We need to record all the blasting, as it is against the rules. 

• We need to document all the crops cultivated, the medicinal plants found in the 

area as well as the wild foods collected and consumed 

• Most of the lands sold by community members are those with DKT pattas; such 

lands are not transferable but only for ‘enjoyment’ according to law; the 

government can reclaim the land on payment and cancellation of the pattas; refers 

also to the adangal, which gives the name of the cultivator and the use the land is 

put to; DKT lands cannot be leased, sold or bought. 

• All the lands have not been surveyed in any village; usually they all have Survey No. 

1 

• Many of the quarries are in ‘deemed forest’; even if the concerned land is 

technically not under the FD we can treat it as Reserve Forest. 

• We need to construct a map of all the quarries in a region so that the cumulative 

effect of the whole can be shown. 

 



 

 Workers without any protection 

Immediate plans 

 

1. Prepare case-sheets for each quarry giving name of village, extent of area under 

lease, list of violations, etc. A full format for such information needs to be created. 

2. Minutes of meetings in all quarry-affected villages to be made and translated from 

Telugu. 

3. Prepare brief newspaper reports for at least 3 quarries and flash the news [contacts 

for newspapers through Ravi]. 

4. Using all the RTI material collected to prepare the larger picture for 2 mandals; a 

map showing all the quarries and their proximity to each other is essential. 

5. Other materials that can be used include the flora/fauna lists prepared by Keystone 

Foundation, oral testimonies of sightings by villagers, records, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chhattisgarh 

 

There has been an ongoing discussion with officials in the various education wings in Raipur, 

Chhattisgarh. The concerned institutions are the National Institute of Open Schooling, the 

government P.G.B.T College (for teachers training), and the Ministry of Culture. The idea is 

to include 1-2 chapters in the syllabus of the class 11 & 12 that will have information about 

adivasi culture as a whole and those in the state in particular. A concept note regarding this 

has already been submitted to them which was discussed in detailed during my visit; they 

are now to elaborate on it and point out areas that need more elucidation. 

 

I have already conveyed to their team that I cannot function alone. There will have to be a 

‘team’ on our side too that will ‘teach’ the syllabus to the students in the training college – 

from where they are sent to local schools throughout the state. A further step would be to 

select about 5-10 schools in say, Bastar, to see how the syllabus is being used in the field. I 

am expecting their response to the concept note within a week. 

 

 

 Yoga day in Raipur! 

The Min. of Culture was very glad to receive EP-India’s publications. They have offered to 

sponsor publications of ours if it also concerns adivasi people/culture as they would like to 

have their names along with ours. A near future plan on this front is the wild foods 

publication that is being prepared.   

 

Bastar 

 

I spent most of the time in Kakalura, which has become a Panchayat and with Ramboti as 

the Sarpanch. Manoj accompanied me and spent 2 days in the village holding meetings with 

the village youth. The plan is to have him lead LEAF and relate directly to the youth in the 

villages concerned.  

 

Documented wild foods in the forest by going out to gather the mushroom of the season 

(manjilkukool); it was also the season of jamun, bamboo shoots, and rat snakes. The last of 

the hunts were on in the village. 

 



 

 Wild kundru and an edible mushroom 

The Panchayat also include a rather difficult village due to their ‘connections’ and the gram 

sabha meeting that I attended was not smooth. It will require a lot of energy and patience to 

have the Panchayat working smoothly; this will require a lot of investment in time over the 

coming year. 

 

 

 A wild yam (left) and a cultivated one (rt) 

 

 

 Working on lac 



  

 

The nursery in Kangoli is doing well with about 10 species and about 45,000 plants; these 

plants have already been requested for planting in the Araku valley region. The nursery in 

Kakalura has been revived but there is very little energy in the village for this. Other 

activities that are going on are with lac (another harvest has been made) but the prices 

remain uncertain and fluctuating; this year tamarind has been purchased within the village 

and a small quantity of it packed and labelled for sending out. LEAF is coordinating with 

VIKASA on this matter. 

 

 

 An edible orchid (lft) and jamun (rt) 

The situation in the region continues to be tense. 


