
Field visits to Kakalura, Bastar (Chhattisgarh) and Chintapaku, 
Anantagiri Mandal (Andra Pradesh): May 2009 
 
A. After the Eastern Ghats meet (the minutes awaited) held at Anantagiri in 
the Araku Valley, moved on to Kakalura, Bastar. Though the essential reason 
for going there for such a brief time (3 days) at such short notice was to 
mediate in an elopement, did manage to update myself about LEAF’s work and 
the nursery at Kakalura.  
 

1. The nursery was in full swing despite the pump being out of order. 
Water was being carried by the shoulder-load to counter the drying 
of plants from the intense summer hear (40 degrees C plus). Seed 
collection was ongoing; at the EG meet two sacks of seeds containing 
10 species1 were brought for distribution among those interested in 
nursery work. Quite appropriately, each set of seeds are being 
accompanied with a copy of the nursery manual. Am I happy? 

2. At Kakalura this year LEAF (with the FD) is also buying tendu leaves. 
Not in large quantities as the sudden spells of rain makes leaf-drying a 
problem and the boys are afraid of the leaves rotting and running into 
a loss. Village women thus bring their collection to Eri’s fence itself 

and are paid without 
being cheated. 

1 Terminalia belerica, Terminalia arjuna, Madhuca indica, Helecteres isora, Linociera ramiflora, Bauhinia 
purpurea, Melia dubia, Schrebera swietenioides, Pterocarpus marsupium, and Radermachera falcate. 

                                                 



3. The heat was killing, with most waterholes dry and streams reduced to 
a trickle. Leaf-fall at peak, the bareness of a tropical dry deciduous 

forest in full glory. 
But the mangos made 
life worth living, at 
every home there 
were baskets full, all 
sorts, ripe, half-ripe, 
raw, to peel and eat 
with chili and salt. 
Despite most villages 
in Bastar having 

celebrated the Mango Festival before mid April, the Kakalura people 
stalled it until the end of April, the aim being to maximize the 
quantity of ripe mangos in the forest.  

4. A new assignment that LEAF has taken up is the mapping of Kakalura 
with a GPS. Earlier this year, one of the Keystone boys came and 
trained LEAF in this magic. It is hoped that this kind of mapping can 
come in handy in claiming community rights, as the map can bring to 
light many things now hidden to collective memory. 

5. What are the two things one cannot hide in a village? Began the 
mediation of the elopement with this question. Smoke and Love. After 
much talking, over two days, the matter is unresolved between the 
families but the boy and girl seem committed to each other. I 
continue with this in June! 

6. Planned a Chhattisgarh journey in June to get more familiar with the 
network in the state. 

 
B. Journeyed to the field area of Kovel Foundation in Anantagiri Mandal, to a 
village Chintapaku, about 3 hours from Vizag. KF has been working for 
several years on Gum Karaya and has quite an expertise on the subject, 
especially in the planting of S.urens, and the sustainable harvesting of the 
gum. Farmers are now being convinced that this is a good way to earn a 
livelihood and planting this tree along the edges of their fields. Knowing 
their already established reputation in this field, my journey was to explore 
other areas they might be able to engage in, in relation to the NTFP-India 
network. (Was accompanied on this trip by Hemlata of KF and Basant, Vicku 
and Vijay of LEAF). 



 
7. Much of the hilly area is 

used for podu 
cultivation and the land 
use has gradually 
changed over the last 
decade to cashew 
plantation. The 
landscape is a mix of 
plantations, slash and 
burn patches of 
cultivation and dry 

deciduous forest. Chintapaku is a village of about 32 families and 22 
houses, mainly of the Muka Dora adivasi people. The other 
communities in this tract are Valmiki, Bhagati and Konda Dora. 



8. The main NTFPs 
collected and sold 
from this forest are 
honey, amla2, siyali3 
leaves, myrobalans4, 
marking nut5, clearing 
nut6, nux vomica7, bel8 
and pungam9. I was 
told that some training 
had been given for the 
sustainable harvest of 
these products but do not know how effective this has been.  About 
honey the people claimed that they hunted honey from the rocks that 
were easily accessible (using no elaborate rope ladders as in the 
Nilgiris); most of the honey they gathered was from trees. They also 
said that the quantity of honey over the years has remained constant, 
which I doubted, considering the amount of slash and burn and the 
plantations. But the quality has improved, as has the market, due to 
KF’s intervention.  

9. What was extremely interesting was the information the people had 
about yams. On my pursuing this favorite topic it seemed that they 
harvested at least 10 species of edible yams, some of which are 
famine food. No work has been done about this side of NTFPs by KF 
and it would be an area for them to work on; one needs to also make 
sure whether all are Dioscoreas or whether some are other kinds of 
tubers, as the Telugu term for both tubers and rhizomes is dumpalu. I 
suspect that there is a high dependence on subsistence foods among 
the adivasi people in these remote villages (20 kms from the nearest 
market) and no amount of money earned by selling NTFPs and earning 
cash income is going to solve their food insecurity. Similarly, we 
noticed an absence of many of the greens commonly found and eaten 

2 Emblica officinalis 
3 Bauhinia vahlii 
4 T.chebula and T.belerica 
5 Semecarpus anacardium 
6 Strychnos potatorum 
7 S.nux-vomica 
8 Aegele marmelos 
9 Pongamia pinnata 

                                                 



in Bastar, which could easily be grown near the homes, where they 
already have small fences for growing flowers.  

10. Timber and fuel wood smuggling seems to be rampant in these hills; 
even during our 
visit newly made 
ploughs were 
brought as head-
loads just at the 
time when the 
evening truck (the 
only transport up to 
a point) was to 
leave from the 

village. Around the village, at the edges of the village, we came across 
neatly tied bundles of fuel wood, all meant for Devrapalli, the town 20 
kms away.  

11. Nobody seemed to be aware of the Forest Rights Act, despite this 
being an agency area, inhabited by a number a tribal communities. 
Some work and information about the Act should be shared with the 
communities here to secure their rights.  

12. More discussions with KF to happen in June.        


