
1 

 

Field Notes: Orissa-Bastar: 18 January/9 February 
 
The essential purpose of this trip to central India was to see how LEAF was functioning 
as well as to get a first hand impression of the situation in the remoter parts of 
Malkangiri (Orissa) and Bastar (Chhattisgarh). The naxal issue has escalated more than 
ever before making travel difficult, our vehicle stopped by the police even within Andhra 
Pradesh en route to Orissa. 
 
The high point of journey was a walk from near Mathili across the Tulsi Hills and into 
Bastar. I took about seven days doing this, spending time in various villages (Mathili, 
Maliguda, Varnad, Kodupar, Kermel, Chindura, Koleng) on my way to Kakalura. In all the 
villages mentioned (and in the entire tract) the naxal presence seems to have become 
common. On the whole the people have not been unnecessarily bothered but they have 
had to put armed strangers up for the night, and sometimes even guide them through 
the forest, despite their wish to do so. Conversations about such encounters are few 
and they are carried out in hushed tones. I spent most of the nights out (usually in 
someone’s threshing grounds at the outskirts of the village) and expected a visit almost 
every night …….. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kodupar Village  

 

a. In Kodupar (the remotest village and in Orissa) the people have asked for a 
mahua bank to buy and store pulses and mahua; construction has begun with 
their own money. They are also to begin seed collection for the nurseries in 
Kakalura, Kangoli and Karmari.  
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b. A request was made by the people of 
Varnad for a mahua bank but I do not 
think that they are capable of carrying 
it out at this point; more visits and 
more discussions are needed before 
something concrete commences. 

c. In the Mathili area I visited Rajeshwari 
(one of the field staff of RCDC and 
working on SHGs), who   
     
      Helectris isora  
had visited Tamil Nadu for the workshop conducted for the release of the 
nursery manual. One or two of her SHGs have shown an interest in establishing 
small nurseries of locally available NTFPs; a fund for this is available from RCDC, 
seed collection will begin with guidance from LEAF/Manoj, and some trials will 
happen.  

d. The nursery in Kakalura is active; the women are busy with seed collection. Some 
of the seed species will also be sent to other nurseries on request. A weekly 
system of taking turns with the nursery (watering, weeding, repairing the fence, 
etc.) has been put in place, and every person in the village is invited to 
participate. 
 
 

 
Meeting at Kalalura  

 
e. The Forest Department came to Kakalura to ask LEAF’s help in preventing forest 

fires this summer. This has also been LEAF’s aim, especially so as 2 new species 
of bamboo are now flowering. A satisfactory manner of using the funds provided 
by the FD for fire protection has been discussed. Meetings have also been 
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conducted in Koleng (where people from many of the hill villages attended) and 
the people of Bhadrimau have also been spoken to. 

f. For the first time the FD has consulted the people of Kakalura about the funds 
meant for development activities; a detailed plan has now been chalked out and 
its implementation will be monitored by LEAF.  

g. The naxal influence has made travel extremely difficult for LEAF’s members; this 
has hampered one of their projects concerning the survey of sacred groves in 
central Bastar. To compensate, new tracts near Sandh Karmari, an area less 
affected, could be explored. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lighter Moments.           


