
Dear All, 
 
This is the “report” that I have put together from the notes that I have made on my 
journey in June. I know that it has been a rather hectic trip, necessarily so as I wanted to 
get to have a better idea of some of the field areas which I have so often heard about 
during our meetings and discussions over these past years. 
 
I have been quite brief about Andhra Pradesh as it was a preliminary visit to meet up with 
people, in the hope of a more long-term exchange. Also, I have kept Bastar quite short too, 
as much of the work has become confined to conservation due to the naxal problem; also, I 
have a tendency to go on and on about Bastar, so you have have it in small doses. As it is 
one of the few community-based groups, it would be helpful if you can keep in touch 
through visits to Bastar, and make suggestions to help it grow. 
 
A few points that I would like to emphasize for all the groups are: 
 

• It is crucial to think and formulate practical local interventions to help facilitate 
NTFP trade (whether for certain products, across borders, or in some protected 
areas) instead of focusing solely in policy changes at the broader (national or 
regional) levels, 

• Groups could think of more frequent opportunities for exchange; a few people at 
the village level can visit another village and meet people there to learn, observe 
or teach a craft, a technique of harvesting, or to celebrate a festival. NGOs 
need to active encourage this, instead of waiting for EP-events (meetings and 
workshops) where they can bring along their field-based people, and  

• We need to constantly collect actual field information with regard to the various 
adivasi groups (and other NTFP collectors) that we are working with. By this I 
mean that it is not alone the trade-related issues that we are concerned with 
but the method of harvesting as well; the members of the NGO community 
should go along with the NTFP gatherers during harvesting seasons, walk across 
borders to see how the law practically functions when NTFPs are transported, 
etc. Only then can we ascertain whether a product is sustainably harvested or 
not, and make appropriate interventions. 

 
I would like to thank all the NGOs and the people who helped make my trip a fruitful one 
and I hope to see you all again. With many salaams, Madhu 
 
16th June 2007, Tamil Nadu   
 
 
 
 



Field Notes: Andra Pradesh: Jun 15-17/07
 

a) Met Chakra Rao from Jana Jagruthi working on legal issues such as the SEZ in 
Vishakapatnam district and also in the area near Adathigala on some NRM and NTFP 
matters. Rao is a 
lawyer and was 
earlier with 
Samata during 
their work against 
mining in the 
Araku area. Jana 
Jagruthi being a 
locally based NGO 
with a decade long 
experience will be 
an asset in the 
building of an 
E.Ghats network. 
A visit to the field 
area is proposed in the near future.  

b) Met Mr Srinivas and his colleagues of VIKASA, based in Vishakapatnam as well as in 
the Araku Valley. Travelled with Srinivas ( and members of LEAF) to the field area 
in Billaput, a village 16 kms from Araku on the Paderu road. This is one of the 9 
villages that VIKASA is working in. Among their concerns and interventions may be 
mentioned:  

• Shifting cultivation yield have declined over the years and people have 
stopped growing their traditional crops 

• VIKASA has re-introduced some fruit trees to help in soil conservation: 



mango, guava, sapota, cashew and local varieties of brinjal; some crops, such 
as tumeric and ginger have disappeared from the region and have benn 
brought in from Orissa 

• VIKASA has been working essentially on watersheds, soil conservation and 
composting, etc., and have done very good work in the area. After 
discussions with us they have been motivated to look into NTFPs in the 
region, mainly siyali leaves (Bauhinia vahlii), broom grass, wild mango. 

• Wild mango and jackfruit are abundant in the region; seeds of both species 
were brought by the LEAF members to the Kakalura nursery. 

• VIKASA too has agreed to help build a network along the E.Ghats and 
members of LEAF will begin visiting the Araku area.  

 

 
 
 

c) Also met Dominic and Nafisa of LAYA briefly. Discussed their work on NTFPs and 
have agreed to visit their field area soon, near Adathigala, about 100 kms from 
Vishakapatnam. 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Field Notes: Chhattisgarh: Jun 17-23/07
 
The situation in Bastar continues to worsen with the security forces near the fringes of 
Darba, about 5 kms from Kakalura. The monsoon followed us through AP and Orissa into 
Bastar. The only group visited was LEAF, based essentially in Jagdalpur (Nagji, Basant, 
Harendra), Karmari (Damodar) and Kakalura (Ramu, Ramdor, Laikan).  
 

a) The nursery in Kakalura was finally functioning well with several local NTFP 
species. A heavy shower of hail had damaged quite a few plants at a vulnerable stage; 
some of these plants 
will recover though 
not all. Young boys and 
girls in the village are 
becoming enthusiastic 
about the nursery; 
people have also come 
and taken home 
saplings to plant 
within their fences. 
An urgent need are 
saplings of toddy palm 
and seeds are sought 
after in the Palni Hills. 
b) Though the Mango 

Festival is 
celebrated later 
than in previous years (due to our efforts) the people still succumb to the 
commercial demand for raw mangos and go full throttle for them once the festival 
is over. Another great danger for the regeneration of the mango is the trend of 
selling the kernels to traders; people actually go into the forest to collect mango 
seeds, extract the kernels and take them to the trader. However this is not 
happening in all villages; some alternative activity that provides an income needs to 
be created to keep people away from such practices; it has also become important 
to grow wild mango in the nurseries and distribute the saplings. 

c) The women in Kakalura are keen to have an oil press; this has been arranged for by 
Sneh and should soon be on its way to Bastar; the women have chosen a place for 
the machine, arranged for a shed to be constructed for it by their husbands, and 
have agreed to pay a small sum of money for the machine. 

 



 
 

d) There has been no mahua this year, a near calamity for the people of Kakalura; 
LEAF arranged for about 300-400 kilos of mahua to be transported to Kakalura 
from Jagdalpur, to be sold at cost price to the people, to keep them in good spirits. 
The people managing the “mahua bank” have packed and stored the mahua, planning 
to release it gradually to the people. 

e) A matter of annual concern is forest fire; the FD has approached me to make some 
plan to prevent fires this coming summer. In Kakalura we have decided to hold a 
few meetings after the monsoon to discuss this among the neighbouring villages to 
take up this task. 

f) Perhaps due to the insurgency in the southern parts a lot of in-migration is taking 
place; the entire area surrounding the Kanger Ghati National Park, has 11 new 
villages between Jhiram and Koleng. Most of these are Gond villages and they are 
clearing patches of forest to cultivate and establish villages. The FD knows this but 
cannot do anything to prevent it; the political angles to these migrations make it 
dangerous to intervene. 

g) It was the beginning of monsoon, the last days of summer and the hunting season; 
small groups went almost everyday to bring down monkeys for the pot. 

h) Ramu and the boys have surveyed about 11 Sacred Groves, taking down the social 
and cultural details of their management; some of these are in a severely degraded 
state and we have planned some meetings in the villages to discuss their protection.  

i) Bastar adivasis would benefit a lot by visiting CFM areas in Orissa where 
communities manage their forests. LEAF could also gain from visiting neighbouring 
areas where NGOs such as the Araku valley, VIKASA are working; the EP partners 
could also plan to visit Bastar to get an insight about haw an adivasi community 
functions as well as help LEAF with organisational/structural inputs.  

   
 



  
Field Notes: Karnataka; June 1-4/07
 
Prakruti/Sirsi (Pandu, Narasimha and Mahableshwar) 
 

a) Visited the main nursery situated at the outskirts of Sirsi, which had several 
species of Mrystica, Cannarium strictum and wild mango, among other plants. Most 
of the plants were doing well except Pterocarpus santalinus (perhaps due to the soil 
not having the correct proportion of sand) and Cannarium. For the latter Narasimha 
mentioned that they had been following the techniques used by KEYSTONE, that 
the seeds had germinated well and then begun to show signs of wilting. A matter of 
concern that needs to be taken up. 

b) Most of the focus is on the rind of Garcina cambogia (or gummigata), which is 
commercially extracted in large quantities. The butter available from the fruit is of 
local importance 
but commercial 
pressure for the 
rind obscures 
the local uses of 
the fruit. 
Another local use 
is that of the 
pulp from which 
an alcoholic drink 
is brewed but 
which I had no 
opportunity to 
taste! 
Apparently the 
rind yields HCA 
(Hydroxy Citric 
Acid) which is used in combating obesity and in great demand in Europe/USA. (I 
cannot help wondering at this improbable link between local livelihoods in the 
Western Ghats and the lifestyles of children in western countries!!) Prakruti has 
set up driers for the rind in a few villages (Karoor, Gonsar) which are managed by 
women SHGs. 

c) An aspect of research that Prakruti is concerned with is producing grafts of the 
Garcinia trees which do not have the tendency to slant (as the farmers are 
reluctant to plant them in the farms). The project involves getting the orthotropic 
shoots from wild trees and raising new saplings from them. 

d) Another major NTFP in this region is Cinnamon, for which the leaves are harvested 
in such quantities that the trees are in danger of dying. Despite FD demands that 



50% of the canopy be left intact while harvesting the leaves, the short-term 
lucrative-ness overrules all concerns of sustainability; more than 90% of the 
branches were lopped. In Gonsar, the local people monitored their trees and saw to 
it that 30% of the branches were left intact. This is a major concern for Prakruti 
and we need to see how the local communities can be motivated to harvest cinnamon 
suatainbly. 

 

 
e) The land use pattern in most of the well-watered areas has given preference to 

arecanut palms, which could have a long-term negative impact on the ecology of the 
region.  

f) The Siddhi community in Gonsar (and elsewhere) are the poorest and most 
dependent on NTFPs. They are known to camp in the forest areas, for a few weeks 
at a time during the season of various NTFPs, in order to gather the produce at one 
time. It is worth considering making a few such journeys in the company of the 
Siddhi people to learn how these people manage their forests on which they depend 
so much. Have they something to teach us about sustainable harvesting techniques? 
Or do they need some monitoring? 

g) There are a few other small nurseries set up by Prakruti, concentrating on one or 
two species. It would be useful to consider expanding this aspect of nursery work 
(in conjunction with the other related research) especially by involving the local 
women. This would provide another platform for discussions about local 
issues/resources at a daily level, besides providing the women some livelihood 



options within their village. The selection of species for the nurseries could also 
include medicinal species for which the Western ghats is so well-known. 

h) Prakruti has also invested a lot of time and effort on extensively mapping the 
resources in the region of Sirsi. This is a useful enterprise and can be quite 
“intoxicating” in the array of information that can be plotted on a map. However we 
need to consider the investment with respect to the immediate requirements of the 
project (NTFP-EP) and whether they can provide opportunities for appropriate local 
interventions.     



Field Notes: Maharashtra: June 5-9/07
 
The monsoon hadn’t yet arrived and the overwhelming feeling was that of the heat; 
throughout the day, one seemed to be finding ways to escape the heat. The landscape was 
dominated by palas, nim and udhanti and an unusual absence of mango. The few first 
showers of the monsoon, that settled the dust and cooled the earth, were magical! 
 

a) Visited the ayurvedic hospital in Pune (Maharashtra Arogya Mandal) with Pradeep 
from ECONET and met Mr Gujar (the Secretary). The general discussion we had 
was quite inane, with Mr Gujar repeating everything mentioned in their brochure: 
how the hospital began, how little it charged, how it catered to the poor, etc. It 
took much effort to steer the talk towards NTFPs, where the hospital gets its 
supplies, the people involved in the procurement of the raw materials, etc. It was 
soon obvious that the hospital (Mr Gujar) did not concern itself with the 
sustainability of their raw materials; they dealt with a few traders in Pune and 
Mumbai who got the material from various parts of the country, though the 
Bhimashankar area figured prominently for some products, and the price was all 
that seemed to 
matter. About Rs 
10-20 lakhs worth 
of material is 
required annually 
in the hospital. 
After much 
persuasion Mr 
Gujar consented to 
think about the 
sustainability of 
the NTFPs used in 
processing the 
various medicine 
sold through the 
hospital: I parted 
with the 
understanding that we could perhaps try with honey, assuring the MAM that we can 
publicise their efforts at sustainability. This has to be followed up by ECONET. 

b) There is an organisation called Van Aushadi Udpadak and Vikrati Sangh formed 
essentially to connect the collector, the producer and the buyer; the ecological 
angle to this enterprise is however unconfirmed. The two names in connection with 
this are Dr Abhyankar and Dr Khadiwale Vaidya, also a part of the MAM, who could 
be contacted through ECONET. 



c) Travelled with Krishna, Anuja (and Palash) to Wardha and further on to 
Pandarkawda where SRUJAN is based. The first evening we all (led by Amit) went 
for a brief visit to Madhapur (about 30 kms away) to see the functioning of the 
“mahua bank”. The first big monsoon shower, with lightning and thunder, crashed 
down on us that evening. The people were concerned about a proposed stop dam in 
the village which would displace about 25 houses; Amit explained how they could use 
the Gram Sabha to counter this move. After which we sat together and started the 
mahua topic, quite hesitantly, it seemed to me. Only later it became clear to me 
that the number of NGOs, missionaries, politicians and assorted development 
workers in the region have all made mahua-drinking a moral issue!! So much so that 
to my queries, of how the drink is prepared and how many people in the village drink 

it, I received a 
long moral 
lecture. I was 
aghast to sit 
amidst such 
Gonds!! This 
issue came up 
repeatedly 
during my stay in 
the state: and 
my conjecture is 
that most NGOs 
do not concern 
themselves with 
the rights of the 

adivasi people with regard to buying, selling and storing mahua, is due to their moral 
outlook. It is a tragic case of the NGO-view dominating an adivasi lifestyle, almost 
missionary in its effects.  

d) The regulation regarding mahua is that they may not be stored in homes after the 
30th September, (or, according to some a quantity of 25 kilos is allowed); in any 
case, making liquor is totally prohibited. Though these rules of the Excise 
Department are not followed by most adivasi people it does have an influence on 
peoples behaviour, despite the fact that they are in a Scheduled area with the 
PESA in force. 

e) In Madhapur the women asked for suggestions about new livelihood options; I  
proposed that they begin with a nursery and, seeing that the season was quite late 
for seed collection, they agreed to begin with 3-4 species (karanj, mahua, wild 
mango, nim). SRUJAN agreed to shell out the immediate costs that may be 
incurred; the people wanted no payment for their labour. 

f) Visit Parwa village with Amit. The village has about 25 households, both Kollam and 
Bhil people, and large quantities of honey (from A.dorsata) are collected during the 



season. Apparently there are 3 seasons in a year, each of about a 6 week duration; a 
village of this size claimed to collect up to 5 quintals of honey in a week of the 
season. With all the villages in the region that have active honey-hunting 
populations, the quantities we are dealing with are massive. Amit wanted to set up a 
small honey processing plant in Parwa and help the community with the marketing. 
He wanted to do this independently of SRUJAN (and through his own NGO, Navi 
Umed) and was preparing a proposal towards that; after discussions with Ajay 
Dolke about this new development, it was decided that this was for the better. 

g) In the Kinwat area visited Kajipod village, also with Amit (and Krishna & fmly). We 
were mainly with the Gond people in that 30 household village, where they worked 
with the one specie of bamboo available locally. The articles these people produced 
were those sought after in the outside market (pen stands, tea-trays, fruit bowls, 

etc.) as some of them had attended a training programme organised by an NGO (?); 
however these people were not adept in bamboo-work as they lacked that finer skill 
(bad finishing of products, poor colour-selection, etc.). Suggested that they go and 
train to work on bamboo in Bastar, to which they agreed. A trip is planned in the 
near future; an added advantage is that the Bastar people can gain from the 
market-oriented ideas (as they make only elaborate mats and baskets at present 
for a pittance!)  

h) In Kinwat area again and the problem of marketing their large quantities of honey 
came up. Apparently, the honey is collected on both sides of the border (AP and 
Mah.) but sold in Adilabad (AP). In AP, the Girijan Cooperative (GCC) in Adilabad 
has a monopoly on honey buying and each seller has a “card” identifying him; the 
adivasi people from Mah. usually borrow the cards from their friends/relatives in 



Adilabad (for a price) and then sell their honey, claiming that they are from AP! 
Though this arrangement is obvious to most people and seems to work to an extent, 
it does cut into the profits of the actual collectors. An intervention here would be 
timely: could not the GCC manager in Adilabad make some concession for the honey 
sellers from Mah.? I have discussed this with ECONET and Manoj (RCDC) and it 
may be possible to work out a way around this problem. Plan to do this soon….Some 
basic information needs to be gathered prior to approaching GCC, such as the 
approximate number of villages, quantity of honey, etc. 

i) Also visited Limgudapod in the afternoon, after lunch, travelling with Amit on the 
motorcycle. Fell asleep during the conversation. 

j) Spent the night in Kajipod and in the morning went to Jawarla to meet a local 
politician, Madhavrao, who was powerful in the area; Amit thought that my presence 
would help in building a friendship between them, that Madhavrao’s support could 
help Amit in his work. We had tea together and I nodded and smiled a lot, and we 
parted. 

k) Visited Parshidak, a village of 20 Kollam homes; people work with bamboo, hunt for 
honey. Most of the people are cotton farmers with small holdings, also growing 
jowar and tuwar; they gather the gum from Anogeissus latifolia (dinka) which sells 
at Rs 100/- a kilo. This is also a village that falls within the purview of Amit’s work, 
facing similar problems. 

l) Met Dr Kishore Moghe of the GSMT, an organisation working on many issues, 
ranging from the education of sex worker’s children to mahua trade. One of the 
matters I discussed with Dr Moghe was the fact of adivasi rights to the collection 
and trade of mahua; Dr Moghe mentioned that he is in a forum (which includes Ajay 
of SRUJAN) where they can bring this up and see what local interventions are 
possible. 

m) SRUJAN (Ajay and Yogini) was my base during the stay in the region, about which 
Sneh has written in her notes earlier; a strong locally based group a pleasure to 
work with, devoid of “moral mahua hang-ups”. A few lengthy discussions with Amit, 
people from SRUJAN, ECONET and my field observations makes me list a few 
points for consideration: 

• the work on the broader advocacy work in Maharashtra, though necessary, should 
not sideline local level interventions; the latter result from field based experiences 
and have not been given due importance 

• the state of Maharashtra is huge and should open up to new partners 
• at the EP meetings in India, Maharashtra should have more representations from 

the field based groups 
• all proposals/surveys/questionnaires dealing with Maharashtra need wider 

circulation within the state, especially to the field-based groups, so that all 
relevant aspects that come up in the field are also taken into account.  

 
 



Field Notes: Orissa: June 10-14/07
 
The main area visited was the Simlipal region in Mayurbhanj district. By this time the 
monsoon had crashed a few times, though the dry periods were extremely hot.  
 

a) The organisation visited and in whose charge I was the whole time is Gram Swaraj 
(Deepak Pani and Hrudananda). Visited the ongoing construction of a honey 
processing and medicine making unit in the village of Kalajhini, about 10 km from 
Baripada; expected to be completed in about 2-3 months. The people in these 
villages cultivate sabai grass, which is fashioned into rope and an important cottage 
industry. Many of the homes also cultivated bamboo within their fences. 

 
 

b) Went to 
Ghurghuria in the 
buffer zone of 
the Simlipal 
Tiger Reserve, 
about 130 kms 
from Baripada. 
Ghurguria village 
is inhabited by 
the Santhal 
people as well as 
some re-settled 
Kharia honey-
hunting people. 

The latter tribe are solely dependent on honey from within the reserve, something 
illegal but overlooked; the fact that some NTFPs are gathered from within 

protected areas make put the 
gatherers in a vulnerable 
position. From the EP point of 
view we need to ensure that the 
collection is done in a sustainable 
manner and that they receive 
fair prices for their produce. 
The Kharia people are one of the 
focuses of Gram Swaraj; these 
people do not cultivate (though 
some women work as agricultural 
labourers), and some men collect 
tikhur (Curcuma sp.) and (I think) 



the roots of a Clerodendrum sp. used to ferment “handia”, the local drink consumed 
in vast quantities. Honey is sold by the Kharia people to local traders or an NGO in 
the area (Sambandh) for Rs 50/- a kilo; the FD itself buys honey from these people 
in large quantities 

c) In Ghurghuria there is 
a fairly good 
orchidarium managed 
by one gardener 
(Maheshwar Mahanta). 
There are about 50-55 
species there, many 
endemic to the region. 
Deepak embarked on 
the idea of training 
some of the local 
communities to 
propagate orchids 
commercially; this 
might be an idea worth 
pursuing, especially if the work can happen in the groves around the villages as the 
sal forest would be a necessity. 

d) In the Jashipur haat came across quite a few traders selling plant medicine, ranging 
from seeds to bark to dried flowers. Gram Swaraj could enquire into the sources of 
these plants as well as the quantities they are traded in annually. 

e) Visited the Sirampur village en route to Baripada. This one of the (100) villages that 
practices Community Forest Management, effectively doing away with the Forest 
Department and their JFM. The forest around these villages were in excellent 
condition and apparently hosted sufficient game (but the people did not hunt!), good 
timber and enough fuel wood for their daily needs. The people have evolved a 
system of management among themselves and cater to the timber and fuel needs 
within the village through a simple system of payment; the money collected goes 
into a common kitty used for community purposes. These CFM villages are all 
situated in the periphery of the Simlipal National Park. 

f) Visited Joka village, about 60 kms from Baripada, where Gram Swaraj has 
introduced the concept of herbal gardens managed by women in the community. 
These are gardens of about 15 medicinal species of plants within the home fences 
and taken care of by the woman of the house. Despite the small size of these 
gardens their effectiveness in taking care of the health of the people (especially 
children) is quite impressive; one of the women rattled off a range of medicinal 
compositions used to treat a variety of illnesses and claimed that she does not 
require a doctor! The plants included species of Tinosporia, Rauwolfia, Adathoda, 
Bryophyllum, Barleria and Andrographis. Some ailments of cattle were also treated 



through these gardens. In all there are about 700 such small gardens spread over 
43 villages. What could be worth doing in connection with this activity is to have a 
large common nursery in a central place (or two) for the people to replace dead 
plants or to increase their variety of species. Some of the plants, if the quantities 
are sufficient, amy also be sold commercially through Gram Swaraj. This initiative is 
very worthwhile and can be replicated in other communities all over central India 
(at least). 

g) Gram Swaraj could also gain from some women in the group; though much of their 
work, such as the herbal gardens, are run by women there are no women in the NGO 
to directly link up with the village women. In many of the discussions in villages the 
relations tend to become man-oriented. 

h) Spent an evening in some CFM villages (Hathikote and Budhikumari), which are part 
of an area of about 650 ha of sal forest. There are 95-100 villages in this CFM 
patch (though the FD has made overtures in some villages to involve itself); these 
villages are a part of a federation that began in 1983-84, when the forests were in 
a totally degraded state due to mismanagement. It was then that some leaders such 
as Gorachand Mahanto and Akul Dehuri initiated a movement that did away with the 
state and took the management of the forest in its own hands. Beginning with a few 
villages around Budhikumari and neighbouring Hathikote it has spread to about 100 
villages; 
Budhikumari has 
become a sort of 
pilgrimage spot 
for development 
people, 
Gorachand 
Mahanto a grand 
old hero. People 
from all over the 
world seem to 
come there 
(Pandu had been 
there before me, 
according to the 
visitor’s book), 
but I was the 
first one from Tamil Nadu. Despite the hype of JFM and the enormous amounts of 
money spent in forest protection all over the country, the CFM style of forest 
management is worth pursuing. For the EP, it is fruitful to send people from the 
communities (in Bastar, Vidarbha, Tamil Nadu, AP and other parts of Orissa) to 
these villages to observe and learn how to communities manage their forests; at 



present, most communites, especially in Bastar, take the FD as inevitable and this 
needs to change.  

i) Had a long evening in Bethnoti with Deepak and a trader, Abhinya Diwedi,  in sal 
leaves (who has a leafcup/leafplate making press) and discussed the various factors 
concerning sal leaf trade. Bethnoti itself is a centre of this trade with about Rs 40 
lakhs worh of produce leaving the town each day; another nearby town, Basta, deals 
in Rs 15 lakh of the produce daily. 

j) The issues that surfaced during our discussion (from a traders point of view) are as 
follows: 

• A royalty is imposed on the leaves depending on the quantity; the FD is responsible 
for certifying the amount carried in a truck by weighing it, according to which the 
royalty is calculated. As there are no scales at the check posts its anybody’s guess 
how this is done 

• A trader has to notify the FD in advance about the quantity of sal leaves he intends 
to buy from an area and get the FD’s approval; this fixed amount is usually lower 
than the quantity the trader desires to buy and the books have to be “fixed” with 
appropriate bribes. 

• The FD’s only role in this trade is in issuing a Transport Permit, and sal leaves are 
not a banned commodity; but the FD swallows a sizeable amount of money, which is 
finally squeezed out of the primary collector of leaves as well as the leafcup makers 
and other actors lower down in the chain. Manoj (RCDC) mentioned that the traders 
have no obligations to pay the FD, according to law; but the trader insisted that 
these (older) rules are still in force at the local levels and that nothing has 
changed. Between RCDC and Gram Swaraj they could enquire into these regulations 
and how they are put in practice locally; perhaps a structured interview with a 
trader for the Community Forestry might be an idea. 

• Most of the sal leaves come from young shrubs, not trees, and there is an ever 
present danger of over-exploitation of the leaves; Gram Swaraj could get the 
peoples method (if they exist in taking care of this); similarly with the over-
collection of sal seeds, as discussed in Hathicote, where the people decided to leave 
the last weeks of the seeds uncollected in the forest.            

   
 

  
 


