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Summary of the meeting 

Conservation & Livelihood - A Consultation on the Eastern Ghats 

7th & 8th May, 2009; 

Venue: Anantagiri Hill Resorts, Visakhapatnam District, A.P 

Co-organised by: Samata & NTFP – Exchange Programme, India 

 

Background 

A consultation was organized in the Eastern Ghats of NGOs, CBOs, Researchers, Academicians 
and practitioners working in the area. As the area is dominated with adivasis, is rich in forests 
and rife with environmental issues – this meeting was to ascertain the kind of issues facing the 
Eastern Ghats and share the kind of initiatives being undertaken by organizations in the area. 
The meeting was also held to develop some ideas on the research requirements and future 
thrusts to be undertaken in the area to give the Eastern Ghats its necessary cohesive identity. It 
is envisaged that this effort would help build a coalition to strengthen efforts in the area and 
lobby for the Eastern Ghats agenda in necessary forum.   

(Annexure 1 – List of Participants)  

Day 1 

Musical opening from Bastar 

Session 1 

10.00 am–11:00 am: Introductions (self and organisation) 

11:00 am–11:45 am: Welcome and background to the meeting 

Ravi Rebbapragada, Samata 

Ravi Rebbapragada began with a brief background of the landmark Samatha Judgment. He then 
related it to the history of the Borra caves and the existing problems the caves were facing due 
to the frequent mining attempts done by various companies. He mentioned about the current 
situation of the caves where 97 halogen lamps lighted from 9.00 am to 6.00 pm had increased 
the temperature in the caves. The other issue dwelt upon was the successful distribution of 
pattas to the adivasis (tribal people). He also mentioned about the strikes, rallies and dharnas 
that had been organised for taking up the issues of mining and land rights of adivasis. At 
present Samata has taken up the issues of appointment of security guards by the tourism 
department and the issues of bauxite mining in the area.  

The importance of the Eastern Ghats was stressed upon. The Ghats extend across the states of 
Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Tamil Nadu and a small portion in Karnataka. The importance of the 
Ghats as a source of water for the communities, untapped alternate energy resources like wind 
energy, the richness of the fertile land between the ghats and the sea coast, and the 
dependence of a large population of fishermen, both sea based and inland fisheries on sea and 
rivers were mentioned in brief. The importance of the local markets or santhas for the 
economy of the adivasi area and as a main source of income for the adivasis was touched upon. 
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The increasing problem of lack of drinking water in Visakhapatnam city—the city has a 
population of twenty lakhs and presently there is a shortage of forty (?) gallons each day—as a 
result of various reasons was mentioned. With the thrust to industrialization in the region the 
shortage would increase to nearly 150 (?) gallons per day. The government is prioritizing 
distribution of water resources and electricity to those who have a voice i.e. the people in the 
cities.  

Madhu Ramnath, NTFP-Exchange Programme 

Madhu Ramnath dwelt briefly on the differences between the Eastern and Western Ghats—
ecology, rainfall and greater visibility accorded to the Western Ghats. He spoke about the 
increasing conflicts and issues of displacement. He concluded by stressing the importance of a 
group that should take up issues with special focus in the Eastern Ghats and working on them.  

11.45 am—12:30 pm: Presentations by participants   

Importance of mountain ecosystems with special reference to the Eastern Ghats by R. 
Sreedhar, Environics Trust 

The presentation by R. Sreedhar included: 

 a description of the mountains in India 

 basic facts regarding the Eastern Ghats range, including forest products, diversity of 
products and mineral resources 

 the opportunities available in these areas are the presence of local resources presence 
of institutional base and key linkages  

 goal of building a new economy that includes stopping destructive and disruptive 
projects, promoting creative livelihoods, skill development, effective utilization of and 
reduction of extraction of resources, extent of financial inflows and end use . 

 failure of earlier power and mining projects in solving issues of displacement and 
rehabilitation. The current issues of the Polavaram dam, multiple power and thermal 
power plants and the bauxite mining that are compounding the problems.  

 key issues of concern that include destruction of forests as a way of life, and as a result 
of highways that cut across the forests and the need to preserve the forest and culture. 

 toned to engage with every institution that is promoting destructive/disruptive activities 

 using all available methods of lobbying, such as campaigning using local dharnas with 
zilla panchayat and collector, calling for legal interventions and creation of international 
institutions to primarily look at these issues. 

Situation of adivasis in Central India by Arjun Nag, (Legal and Environmental Action Forum) 

The session by Arjun Nag included: 

 changes in adivasi lifestyles and migration into cities often as a result of modern 
interferences  
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 sustainable use of natural resources by adivasis and the unwritten laws that ensure 
sustainability (first fruit ceremonies) 

 concerns about the need to preserve folk dance and music and the impacts of media 
and television on traditional art 

 increasing religious conversion happening in adivasi areas and a need to prevent this 

 lack of contextual curriculum for adivasis—curriculum designed with focus on an urban 
child—and a complete disregard for knowledge systems of adivasi communities 

 decreasing agricultural production and increased dependence on manual labour to 
survive 

 the adivasis traditional laws and mechanisms of justice delivery that are different from 
the laws of the country and their inability to completely grasp these alien concepts that 
often leads to conflicts between them and the state. 

Wildlife conservation in India: Present trends and challenges for the future by Pankaj 
Sekhsaria, Kalpavriksh 

Pankaj Sekhsaria’s pictorial presentation began with an introduction on the extent of the 
protected area (PA) network in India–600 in number covering 5 percent of the country. The 
challenges he listed out included: 

 The issue of communities and conservation in a larger landscape 

 PAs as major pilgrimage sites that are visited by lakhs of pilgrims subjecting them to 
immense  pressure and causing disturbance to forests and wildlife 

 The ecotourism juggernaut where everything and anything is being passed off as 
ecotourism but is neither ecologically sensitive nor take into account livelihoods of local 
communities. 

 The recent rulings from Courts in India that increasingly favour so called development 
projects over environment protection 

 The increasing incidences of human wildlife conflict across the country 

 Fragmentation of PAs as a result of development projects, roads, mining etc that are 
cutting off corridors for wildlife and the efforts being made to secure corridors by 
purchase of land  

 Importance of India’s extensive coastline both from an ecologically point as well as it 
being the home of a very large human population and the alarming effects of climate 
change 

 Concern of our legislature on wildlife and environment issues 

 Wetlands and the threats faced by them 

 Borders defined by people that are turning problematic and often tragic for wildlife like 
elephants. 
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 The question of who will police the enforcement agencies like the Forest Department 

 The final question of whether it is really tribal vs tiger 

This was followed by open discussions and sharing of Tamilnadu Government initiatives in 
eastern ghats  by Mr. Vijaykumar, l Govt. of Tamilnadu 

1:30 pm–2.45 pm: Lunch break 

Session 2 

2.45 pm–4.00 pm: Presentations by participants  

Adivasi rights in Eastern Ghats by Prof. J.P. Rao, Osmania University 

Prof Rao spoke about the origins of the adivasi unrest and conflicts in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh from as far back as 1935. The adivasi areas had been demarcated at the time of the 
British administration. He spoke about the powers that were bestowed on the governors who 
could issue notification with respect to the declaration of the adivasi areas and the extension of 
facilities to such areas. He also could modify any law for the adivasis with the help of a 
notification. Sadly, while the governor held these powers there little that was done by them for 
the adivasi areas. He briefly mentioned how the Excise Act and the Forest Act had turned out to 
be the primary enemies of the adivasis. The restrictions on brewing liquor as a result of the 
Excise Act meant a change in the social and cultural life as liquor procured by natural means has 
been a part of adivasis since hundreds of years. Prof Rao also spoke about how under the 73rd 
amendment the panchayat raj system was extended to the Scheduled Areas through the 
Panchayat Raj (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act 1996 (henceforth referred to as PESA), and 
how very few provisions have been incorporated by the state governments. He spoke about the 
two kinds of displacement as a result of mining. Primary displacement which is visible and 
where the land required for the factory and the colonies is acquired. The other more dangerous 
displacement, he cautioned about was that of the secondary displacement which is a situation 
where as a result of expansion of projects people living in the surrounding areas are forced to 
move out. Little record or information is ever available about such displacement.  

When asked about whether the original adivasi form of judgment is more acceptable than the 
law in the courts he said that those in the administration cannot ignore the latter under any 
circumstances. He also re-iterated participants to use the FRA, RTI and NREGA actively in their 
areas of work to assure rights and employment to adivasis.  

4.00 pm–5.00 pm: Group session 

The participants were divided into groups and asked to list five major issues they thought 
should be priority issues for the area. This list would be collated and used the next day to 
discuss the issues in greater depth.  
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Day 2 

Session 1 

This session included presentations by a couple of organizations and a brief summary of work 
being done by the organisations that the different participants were representing. 

Introductory session by Madhu Ramnath, NTFP-Exchange Programme 

Madhu Ramnath gave a brief introduction to the NTFP-Exchange Programme that was 13 years 
old. The programme has its presence in countries like Vietnam, Laos, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
India. In India Keystone Foundation, Prakriti, RCDC in Odisha, Gram Swaraj, Samata and Kovel 
Foundation were some of the organizations working on issues of adivsis and non-timber forest 
produce (NTFP). In Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh also small groups were working on these 
issues. He said that the aspect that needs attention is the  Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006 (henceforth referred to as 
FRA) and  its proper implementation  that has the scope to make lot of  difference in the lives of 
the adivasis. 

Livelihood opportunities in agency areas: The ecotourism opportunity by Sohan Hattangadi, 
Forum for Better Visakha 

Sohan Hattangadi’s presentation covered the following: 

Income and expenditure patterns of adivasi families and deficit: In a typical adivasi family total 
annual household income amounts to Rs. 24,000/- and the main sources of income are 
agriculture (50 percent) and  forest produce (50 percent). The estimated annual deficit is 
around Rs. 10,000/-. The needs of a household include food, household needs and 
maintenance, education, medical expenses, transportation, festivals and marriages, clothes and 
other personal needs. 

Earning capacity: An important question is—How can they earn more? The possible ways are—
agriculture, NTFP, employment of some family members, business such as arts and crafts, 
transport e.g. plying auto rickshaws, delivering material etc. or tourism. 

Organic agriculture: For organic agriculture, important areas to consider are value addition by 
leveraging the ‘organic’ USP, increasing the area under cultivation but not by destroying the 
forest, decreasing input costs and an efficient ‘farm to fork’ supply chain logistics. 

NTFP: Concentration on NTFP and its value addition, enhance quality by better selection, 
improve supply chain, rationalize pricing and trade policies and educate customer on use of 
produce. 

Medicinal products: There is a need to shortlist products with proven medicinal value, tap the 
demand for herbs, roots, seeds, barks etc., and also look at the process where growing selected 
products in controlled conditions is possible, rationalize pricing, and also set up efficient supply 
chain. 

Handicrafts and art: When it comes to handicrafts adivasi art and craft are unique. But to 
promote handicrafts there is a need to concentrate on reviving traditional handicrafts, 
standardizing manufacturing process, improving quality, enhancing packaging and 
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merchandise, building a sales structure and preparing a pricing policy. There are various art 
forms that have disappeared—one of this is the lost art of bow and arrow making—and there is 
a need to revive these. 

Ecotourism:  Ecotourism is tourism in ecologically fragile areas that is sustainable (definition as 
per the World Commission on Environment and Development 1987 and World Tourism 
Organisation), low impact and small scale, and which helps educate the traveler as well as 
generates funds for conservation and local livelihoods.  

 The scope of the agency area as a site for ecotourism was listed—presence of the 
enchanting scenery, cool weather, unique flora and fauna, vibrant adivasi culture. The 
threats were also mentioned—deforestation, increased temperatures,  loss of wildlife, 
intrusion of the disco culture, increased vehicular pollution, increased garbage and 
plastic pollution etc.,  

 The question of desirability of tourism: This will help build a symbiotic bond between 
adivasis and their environment. This will supplement incomes, encourage self 
sufficiency, and imbibe good commercial sense. And all this will surely help in building 
assets and wealth which will indeed enhance lifestyle. 

He also presented the financial and management logistics for the interventions. 

Interventions of Kovel Foundation by V Krishna Rao  

Krishna Rao gave a brief introduction that included the structure of the organisation and how it 
is working and making a difference. He said that the vision of the organisation is to enhance the 
quality of NTFP dependent adivasi families and the mission was the socio-economic 
empowerment of adivasis.  

Kovel Foundation has the identity of a national level training agency on sustainable harvesting 
of NTFP.  He spoke about how 15000 NTFP dependent adivasi families were organised into self 
sustainable institutions and technical know-how on sustainable harvesting practices of NTFP 
and other livelihoods were extended to them. The objectives were to realise higher prices for 
NTFP through research and value addition, and increase the incomes of adivasis through 
training and extension in conservation of the forest resources and enhancement of NTFP 
quality. In addition the organisation helped voice the grievances of the adivasis in appropriate 
forums and act as their spokesperson.  

It also had plans and schemes for institutional building, capacity building, livelihood promotion, 
regeneration, and research and development. The major problems they listed in institutional 
building were the present unorganised setup, lack of collective bargaining power and technical 
know-how interventions. The NTFP collectives were, however, taking up collective value 
addition, marketing and regeneration. 

He then stressed that conservation and livelihood are very important and can be achieved by 
capacity building. He also stated the present problems of agriculture faced by the adivasi 
families: unscientific harvesting, declining natural resources, poor quality of produce, lack of 
market information and un-remunerative prices. 
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The key interventions of Kovel Foundation as listed by him were:  

 building capacities of 9500 adivasi gum pickers on sustainable harvest management 

 regeneration and marketing 

 organising a skill building programme for about 1600 honey harvesters on scientific 
collection and bees conservation 

 training to medicinal plants collectors on scientific lines of harvesting and post-
harvesting 

 Micro enterprises for livelihood promotion 

He mentioned the impacts of the above—resource conservation and obtaining superior quality 
produce and thereby remunerative prices for the primary collectors.  

Some of the persisting issues listed were regarding the physical accessibility to markets as a 
result of distance, exploitation by middlemen, selling raw produce, high expenditure and low 
income. Supply of tool kits and resource material is being seen as an important aspect of the 
solution. 

In the area of sustainable agriculture the interventions has been proper extension of technical 
and institutional support to Community Managed Sustainable Agriculture (CMSA) in 20 villages 
covering 3000 acres. As a resource non-governmental organisation for the CMSA project in 
Visakhapatnam district they have helped increase incomes and its control and management by 
adivais women.  

In the area of regeneration Kovel Foundation has established Gum Karaya Nurseries in three 
zones of Kovel, and have taken up its plantation in the private lands of adivasis to ensure their 
ownership. About 80,000 Gum karaya plants (saplings and poles) have been planted in adivasi 
owned lands resulting in understanding of the importance that these species hold as NTFP. 

The future plans of the organization are: 

 to promote forest and farm based livelihoods as a sustainable source of income for the 
dependent families 

 to promote self sustained Mutually Aided Cooperative Societies with forest dependent 
adivasi families for collective initiatives and action 

 to promote organic farming as part of CMSA 

 to facilitate regeneration of important NTFP species in community own lands. 

Key issues in NTFP management by Nabaghan Ojha, RCDC Centre for Forestry and Governance  

Nabaghan Ojha spoke about the policies with regard to NTFP in states in Central India and a 
brief of the presentation is provided below: 

Policy in Madhya Pradesh/Chhattisgarh: Madhya Pradesh was the first state to nationalise a 
NTFP–tendu leaves in 1964 as per the Tendu Leaves (Vyapar Viniyaman) Adhiniyam 1964 and 
then followed it up with nationalising harra, gums and sal seed in 1969 and 1975 respectively. 
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The state let most items go from the list of specified produces and permitted free trade in them 
way back in 1986, thereby foregoing all royalties from the same. Some produces have been 
defined as specified forest produce as per the Madhya Pradesh Van Upaj (Vyapar Viniyaman) 
Adhiniyam 1969. Ownership rights of other produce have been transferred to GS as claimed by 
the state but there is no such policy in this context. Chhattisgarh has come up with a new forest 
policy transit policy 2001 after the formation of the new state but no provisions under PESA 
have been developed.  

Policy in Orissa: Kendu leaf was nationalised as per The Orissa Kendu Leaves (Control of Trade) 
Act 1961. Though the Orissa Gram Panchayats Act 1964 was amended in 1997 in line with PESA 
to transfer ownership rights of NTFP to gram panchayats, but the transfer was made in March 
2000 for 60 NTFP (9 more items added to this list later on). In November 2002, the Orissa Gram 
Panchayat (Minor Forest Produce Administration) Rule was framed. Price fixation is done for 69 
items by Panchayat Samiti with no transit restriction or royalty. Gram panchayats are required 
to give license to the traders for procurement of NTFP in its territory.  

Policy in Andhra Pradesh: In Andhra Pradesh, two legislations—the Andhra Pradesh Minor 
Forest Produce (Regulation of Trade) Act, 1971 and the Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Areas Minor 
Forest Produce  (Regulation of Trade) Act, 1979 created state monopoly in the trade of minor 
forest produce. Kendu leaves and bamboo are nationalized and controlled by the kendu leaves 
department. The Girijan Cooperative Corporation (GCC) has monopoly rights over 27 items. In 
the context of PESA, the state claims that minor forest produce can be vested in either the 
Gram Panchayat or the Gram Sabha but no policy has been framed so far to transfer the 
ownership rights to either bodies 

Issues: PESA and now FRA are expected to decentralise the management and trade of NTFP. 
Except in the case of Orissa, no state has transferred the ownership rights of NTFP to the 
Panchayat. Remunerative NTFP (tendu leaf, sal seed, etc) are classified as nationalised item and 
kept under state control. This differing and at times contradictory operational framework 
created a set of problems relating to price, transport, transit, etc. Different policies and 
operations in different states have become obstacles for free movement of products.  

Issues and challenges in general: The demand and supply gap—the ever increasing demand for 
natural products has widened the gap between demand and supply. Destructive harvesting has 
been done of NTFP to meet the growing national and international demand and this has 
become a matter of serious concern. This poses a threat to a large number of species through 
demand-based over-exploitation. This has also raised the concern about the sustainability of 
NTFP resource and the equitable distribution of the benefits derived from them. No state has 
yet defined NTFP clearly though it is mandated by the FRA, nor has any initiative for 
management of NTFP been taken up. 

Orissa specific: Orissa has the largest number of forest fringe villages in the country i.e. about 
29,302, which is about 60 percent of the total number of villages of the state. There are about 
12,000 self initiated forest protection and management committees in the state as per 
estimations that are popularly known as community forest management programmes.  Forest is 
not only a livelihood resource but a development resource. Gradually the induced and 
programme oriented forest management is trying to disturb these initiatives. 
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The key interventions have been:  

 monitoring forestry sector development schemes and programmes 

 facilitating promotion of alternate NTFP markets  

 advocating to bring the community forest management initiatives to the public law 

 facilitating implementation, monitoring and providing resource support for 
implementation of FRA 

 advocating for collective interventions in NTFP sector in the Central Indian states. 

Presentation by K Venu Madhav, Secure 

K Venu Madhav spoke about the problems experienced by the adivasis in Khammam where 
they work, and how poverty and indebtedness was driving them towards teak wood smuggling. 
One of the main reasons for debt, as stated by him, was the use of the new genetically modified 
plant species and the high use of manure and fertilizer in the greed for increased production. 
He spoke about the possible historical background where after the II World War the European 
countries having a large stock of nitrate which they attempted to dump in India as fertilizer. He 
stated that a possible alternative to inorganic fertilizers was the use of extract from the neem 
seed kernel; this would not only decrease the cost to a great extent but also guarantee greater 
safety. Another alternative he suggested was custard apple leaves.  

Women he said were the primary target of their interventions. This is because women are the 
first victims of chemical fertilizer use. The women carry the fertilizer on their head while the 
men spread it on the field. This has caused several health hazards that include skin diseases. 
The men initially opposed this initiative but later fell to the profitable produce it brought. The 
men were extremely reluctant to give up use of chemical fertilizers and took two years trying to 
convince them and another seven before agriculture became the chief source of income. He 
also advised taking up mixed cropping for making vegetable farming a more profitable business.  

He then went on to state the day to day condition of the adivasis where it was found that most 
of the expenditure of a household goes towards medical care; more than what goes for food. 
He then spoke about medicinal plants as an alternative both as a source of medicine and 
income. He substantiated the argument with the fact that the Eastern Ghats has a rich reserve 
of untapped herbal resources. He appealed for the areas being declared and given the status of 
herbal reserve under some system. 

Presentation by Deepak Pani, Gram Swaraj  

Deepak Pani’s presentation consisted of a brief about their work and interventions. This 
included their intervention in forest conservation and participatory practices under which he is 
promoting the use of basic technology for value addition like that of oil extraction. He briefly 
mentioned the primary NTFP available i.e. the sal seeds leaves. He also mentioned about their 
interventions in the conservation of herbal plants need for their being privatized, importance of 
documenting the traditional knowledge about medicines and scientific verification to ensure 
wider acceptance. He also said that there was a need for creation of market for the sale and 
purchase of medicinal plants. He also mentioned that seven medicinal plants had been targeted 
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by their organization, and they were working to promote them. He then showed a plan to 
establish a producer company, which would utilize the available NTFPs and in that particular 
setup each NTFP gatherer would be a shareholder. He also discussed in brief the issues of 
Simlipal Tiger Reserve where the area is now facing extensive pressures; one of them being 
from Naxalites or Maoists who are looking to take over administration in the area. 

Presentation by Joan Roose, Rejoice Care Centre 

Joan Roose spoke about her first visit to India in 2003 when she had come to visit a child she 
was sponsoring. Her travels led her to a village near Jeypore in Koraput district, where she 
stayed for some time. During her stay she witnessed the great difficulty with respect to the lack 
of drinking water and the non-functioning hand pumps. Many families were greatly affected by 
the lack of potable water. The plight of the people moved her and she volunteered to pay the 
amount for the construction of the hand pump. However, she was faced with considerable 
opposition and issues of acceptability, caste erupted complicating matters. It took her a long 
time to gain acceptance. She returned to Australia and networked to raise greater funds to help 
with the water issue in the villages in Orissa, which she felt were one of the most backward 
regions. On her return to India a year later she continued with the water programme digging 
wells in many villages and helping the local people. She also mentioned the similarity between 
the situation of adivsis in India and aboriginals of Australia, and how she hoped that unlike in 
Australia where aboriginal life and culture were destroyed the same would not happen in India.  

Presentation by Ramgulam Sinha, Prerak 

Ramgulam Sinha spoke about the income needs of a family where nearly Rs 20,000 is spent on 
food for the household. He attempted to compare the condition of people now with respect to 
the past and how they were coping with the issue. Of the income earned 50 percent came from 
agriculture and 50 percent from NTFP. NTFP included tendu leaves, sal seeds and leaves, babool 
etc. He briefly mentioned their success with ensuring proper rates for mahua flowers and tendu 
leaves collected and the need to address the issue of decreasing forest cover.  He gave the 
example of Bastar where forest cover had decreased by 15 percent due to the coming up of 
industries. The adivasis are denied any voice in the process of forest land leasing and 
acquisition. He also spoke about the failure of the National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (NREGS)—payment under the scheme was released only months after the work but the 
workers needed immediate money for their survival.   The late payment has meant that people 
are not keen on taking advantage of the scheme. 

Presentation by Sumin, Keystone Foundation 

Sumin gave a brief area description of Sathyamangalam area of Eastern ghats and Keystone’s 
interventions: 

Location: Erode district of Tamil Nadu and falling within the boundary of the Nilgiri Biosphere 
Reserve (11°29' - 11°48' N and 76°50' - 77°27' E.  

Forested areas:  Starting from the Moyar Valley up to the Dhimbam hills. The region are 
contiguous with the forests of Nilgiri District, the Biligirirangan Temple Wildlife Sanctuary as 
well as forests of Kollegal and Chamarajnagar in Karnataka, thus forming a large patch of forests 
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representing the Eastern Ghats ecotype. Forest conservation is a key issue that requires 
attention. 

Annual rainfall: 850 mm  

Elevation ranges: 280–1698 masl 

Forest types: The Sathyamangalam forest is of the tropical dry forest, part of the South Deccan 
Plateau dry deciduous forests eco region. It includes thorn forest, dry deciduous forest, and 
tropical hill forest. Many of the higher elevations have shola, or dwarf moist deciduous forest, 
and mountain grassland habitats. Though the vegetation mentioned are prominent throughout 
the region there are small fragments of moist deciduous as well as semi evergreen forest types 

People: The main indigenous communities in this area are Irulas and the Sholigas. Both the 
groups were hunters and gatherers traditionally. Now, they are entirely settled in villages with 
agricultural land, and mainly grow millets, pulses and maize as rain fed crops. 

People and forests: Apart from agriculture, forest dependence for collection of NTFPs  is 
regularly done. NTFP’s like honey, amla (Phyllanthus spp.), Pheonix grass, Shikkakai (Acacia sp.), 
soapnut (Sapindus spp.), kadukai (Terminalia chebula), lichens are collected. Honey, amla and 
pheonix grass forms the greater part of NTFP collected from the forest and value added and 
traded by the community. Honey hunters are trained and bee keeping is being promoted.  

 

Presentation by Srinivas Rao Vikasa  

 Mr. Srinivas Rao said that Vikasa works in nine villages in the agency area of Vishaka and their 
focus is on community forest management with one of the main achievements being creation 
of a revolving fund in the villages. He spoke about the exploitation of adivasis by middlemen 
both in terms of pricing of products as well as in weighing.  To address the latter their 
organisation has provided a number of scales at different places where the adivasis can weigh 
their produce themselves. 

 

Presentation by B Sanjeeva Rao, Velugu. 

Sanjeeva Rao spoke about how initial intervention was through joint forest management, and 
how community forest management was another term for community fund management. He 
mentioned about the predominance of slash and burn agriculture in the areas where they work, 
and the increasing use of wild tubers to regenerate and farm the lands. He believes that careful 
attention is to be paid to differentiate land into ploughable and non-ploughable land, and also 
on what needs to be grown on the lands that would make agriculture sustainable. He 
mentioned that there were clashes between different policies of the government like the 
NREGS, the FRA and other. Each of these schemes has a separate agenda and different targets 
as a result of which benefits are not accruing. He also mentioned that the monopoly of the GCC 
has meant that prices of procuring goods have remained stagnant.  
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Presentation by Indu Netam, Adivasi Samatha Manch 

Indu Netam spoke about the principles and culture of the adivasis which are talked of 
extensively and need to be revived to its earliest form.  She stated that the difficulties of any 
kind can be done away with just staying together; this is what the adivasis used to do. She gave 
the anology of a adivasi traditional healer and a specialist from the medical profession. The 
former was expected to provide treatment for any ailment that a patient went to them with 
while with so many different specializations and specialists in the medical field an adivasi is 
unable to understand whom to approach. There is a need for good physicians in adivasi areas 
who can provide correct medical advice at the preliminary level. Also the specialisation had led 
to the situation where it is impossible for a villager to have a treatment due to economic 
restraints.  

Presentation by Chiranjibi Pattanaik, Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History 

Chiranjibi Pattanaik spoke about the species richness of the Eastern Ghats, the need to pay 
attention to the disappearing wetlands and mangrove resources, rapidly decreasing forest 
cover and the need to use technology to harness and provide recognition to lesser know bio-
rich areas. He also mentioned tools used at different times for mapping biodiversity; however 
meeting with limited success like the Wetland Biodiversity Register, People Biodiversity 
Register, Digital Herbarium, Medicinal Plant Mapping, etc. He briefly spoke about a project 
from 2002–06 conducted by ESI, and done in collaboration with different universities in the 
states—Utkal University and Behrapur University in Orissa, Andhra University and Sri 
Krishnadevaraya University in Andhra Pradesh, and RRL and St Joseph in Tamil Nadu.  The 
project had undertaken extensive GIS mapping of the Eastern Ghats.      

Presentation by S Abbaireddy, Laya 

Their work is being carried out in East Godavari, and he spoke briefly about the collection of 
mountain broom grass which was a main source of income in the area. Sustainable harvesting 
has ensured that  at least 600–700 bundles are harvested each time and are sold at Rs 25-30. 
One of the problems he said that the people were are not allowed to sell this in the open 
market and as a result were being exploited by the middlemen. Mutually aided cooperative 
societies have been established and these cooperatives purchase the materials from the people 
with a small commission. He also stated that at present adivasis from Orissa and 
Visakhapatnam were migrating to those areas and increasing the pressure on land by doubling 
the slash and burning of forests.  

Session 2 

In this session four groups were assigned specific tasks for discussions. The outcomes are… 

Group presentations 

Group 1: Policies, mining, dams and other development projects, resettlement 

 We should primarily target issues regarding conservation as this is the only solution. 
Moratoriums have to be fixed. 



 

 

13 

 The Ministry of Environment and Forests has to be strengthened and it should be 
ensured that approvals for projects are secured. 

 The use of FRA and PESA should be made more effective. 

 Special inputs should be availed for advocacy. 

 Panchayats need to be empowered to regulate mining activities so that they can take 
the decision based on the situation of the village. 

 Penal law should be strengthened with respect to the safety of the adivasis and the 
forest. 

 For all this to happen the local movements must be strengthened, all the available and 
willing institutions must be involved, and the bad settlements must be highlighted.  

Group 2: Livelihood interventions of agriculture, water and NTFP 

The chief challenges faced are government apathy, lack of access to water, limited linkages, low 
education levels, limited access to markets, finance and technology, low productivity, lack of 
infrastructure, inadequate access to good health care, degraded environment due to climate 
change, lack of fair prices and being unqualified for integration into the mainstream. 

 To address government apathy we need to increase the awareness about rights—the 
understanding of basic laws should be improved—and community mobilisation should 
be given attention. This can be done through village level and mandal level meetings as 
well as with the help legal interventions by non-governmental organisations. 

 With regard to access to water we need to encourage water projects through the 
NREGS. Renovation of existing water bodies should be given priority and 
afforestation/soil conservation should be promoted. Awareness needs to be improved 
about water conservation.  The first right to water should belong to the community and 
the community should take the decision on how surplus water is to be used. 

 The problem of limited linkages this can be solved by cooperative action to enable 
collective bargaining and demanding for better prices. 

 The low literacy levels need to be addressed by developing creative and contextual 
curriculum that includes indigenous knowledge system in the syllabus. Vocational and 
skill training along with health education should also be accorded priority.  

 Access to markets can be improved by expanding the ryuthu (farmer) bazaar systems, 
demanding better transport systems and setting up of storage and consolidation facility. 

 Technology like non-electric farm (implements?) should be explored for increased 
access to suitable technology. 

 Better finance opportunities that minimize costs and risks need to be explored. 
Communities need to be educated about the banking system, its uses and linkages with 
cooperative banks should be established 
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Group 3: Biodiversity and other research including addressing adivasi culture and nature 
issues 

The topic of discussion was divided into three broad areas—wild biodiversity, agricultural 
diversity and cultural diversity. While each could be looked at independently there would be 
overlaps while considering them.  

Within each of these the following steps were identified on how to proceed: 

a) A kind of literature and information survey to figure out what is it that is already available. 

b) Based on this, we do some kind of a gap analysis to help identify what other information or 
knowledge we need. 

c) We then figure out the methodologies to gather this information. It could be scientific 
research, more literature surveys, field surveys, documentation of people's knowledge, etc. 

d) The next step would be to figure out a way of disseminating the information that we have to 
various sectors that will include among others the media itself, policy planners, politicians, local 
communities, etc. 

e) Figuring out how the information is to be used and what it is to be used for 

 

Group 4: Health and medicinal plants/knowledge 

Increased funding should be sought for undertaking research on adivasi medicines and 
medicinal knowledge. There should be something called national health fund and a major 

chunk should be 
diverted for the 
adivasis.  

Construction of 
herbal gardens 
must be 
promoted. 

Measures should 
be taken to 
eradicate the 
superstitions with 
respect to health 
issues. 

The awareness 
among dais and 
helpers should be 
increased because 
they are the 
people who work 
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at the grassroot level and also as proper treatment at the preliminary stages is critical. .  

The humiliation that the adivasis face in general hospitals should be looked at seriously, 
because this is one of the primary reasons for the reluctance among the adivasi communities in 
seeking treatment at hospitals.   

Conclusion and wrap up by Ravi Rebbapragada 

The meeting concluded with few follow up plans deliberated by the participants, which 
included 

1. Follow up meeting of the participants after  a period 

2. Disseminating of information in form of case studies/ stories through post or mail. 

3. Internalizing the process at respective organizations and emphasis on participation by 
the same members in the 
future 

4. Informing the outcomes to 
certain Govt. Departments 
and lobbying for building 
support systems 

5. Declaration of Eastern 
Ghats as ecological fragile 
zone 

Finally, Mr. Ravi Rebba Pragada 
concluded with vote of thanks to 
NTFP Exchange Programme, 
Samata, participants and the 

Musicians From Bastar.  

 
In addition to the above – The media advocacy unit of samata has helped ETV 2 to come up 
with a 30mins program on the issue of eastern ghats (copy available) in which the interview of 
the Local MP Shri Kishore Chandra deo is also included. The MP has promised to help in 
declaring the Eastern ghats as an ecologically fragile zone if he gets such a request. 
 
Incidentally Jairam ramesh of MOEF held a meeting with NGO”s and civil society in Hyderabad 
on the 6th of June in which Ravi and Pankaj participated in which many issue of concern to us 
were raised by Ravi and the minister agreed to discussion of issue at length if we want. He 
announced that there will be two bio sphere reserves declared in eastern ghats in AP 
(sheshachalam hills and the chitapalli hills. 
 


