
1 

 

Final Report 2015: Rich Forests Project on 
Tropical Forests and Indigenous People 
 
 
It is spring, 
Even nameless hills  
Are decorated  
With thin films of morning mist. 
 

Matsuo Basho, The Records of a Weather-exposed Skeleton. 
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Context  

The year has seen several signs of unrest, both man-made and climatic, with much talk about 
‘controlling’ terrorism and ‘addressing’ climate change. The more recent of these in our 
memories are the ‘Paris attack’ of November and the floods that quite submerged large parts 
of Chennai a little later. In Delhi, pollution levels peaked and caused even a ‘business as usual’ 
middle class and the government to take notice and impose some kind of norms to lessen 
traffic on the roads. Urban migrations across most parts of India continue to rise, congesting 
our already cramped cities, many of them bursting at the seams if the state of sanitation and 
garbage in them are any indication. 

In rural India conditions have remained quite the same as the previous years; in central India 
naxalism has not abated despite claims to the contrary; many of the network partners 
reported observations reflecting climate change, especially drought or an excess of rain; 
mining and quarrying concessions continue to be awarded in areas that come under the 
Panchayat Extension for Scheduled Areas Act. In particular, the government has been pushing 
for the undermining of several of the legislations that were framed for the specific protection 
of the tribal populations.  

Some of the attempts that continue to be on their anvil are: the removal of requirement of 
‘consent’ of the Gram Sabha for certain projects in tribal lands; the Land Acquisition Bill 
(which for the moment has been shelved after enormous protests); the introduction of 
guidelines for handing over 40% of degraded forests to the private sector for reforestation; 
and the continuing suggestion of having a deadline for applications for Community Forest 
Rights (CFR) under the Forest Rights Act 2006. It is worth mentioning at the outset that this 
last factor, the CFR, has not been granted as expected, neither in the amount of claimed areas 
nor in the number of applications. 

 

A sacred pole used in traditional conservation and a nursery in Bastar 

The partners of the Non-timber Forest Products Exchange Programme in India have worked 
within this rather difficult context. Almost all of them have been engaged in helping the tribal 
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people in claiming forest rights through the FRA. Apart from the themes of Conservation, 
Enterprise and Livelihoods, Advocacy, and Subsistence and Culture, a new concern has 
emerged. Health and Nutrition has come up in the context of most of the partners’ work as an 
important theme, one which can no longer be ignored or dealt with casually. 

Continuing with the efforts to expand the network to newer partners and areas the annual 
EP-India meeting held in October in Bhubaneshwar invited groups working in Rajasthan and in 
northern Uttar Pradesh. This may lead to a newer range of exchanges of ideas and expertise. 
The year also saw the first publication of a network newsletter (Leaf Litter) which will be a 
mouthpiece for the partners’ field experiences, news about forest and tribal peoples’ affairs, 
and a space to showcase the networks work and ideas.   

A few highlights 

The year was also a highpoint for NTFP India in that one of its senior members, Damodar 
Kashyap from Bastar, Chhattisgarh, was chosen for the Paul K Feyerabend award. The former 
Executive Director of the NTFP Exchange Programme, Cristina Guerrero, traveled to Bastar to 
hand over the ‘plaque’ to Mr Kashyap in a small ceremony organized by the local hosts.  

 

 

Damodar Kashyap’s award ceremony 

Another point of interest was a meeting organized by Keystone Foundation and the Palni Hills 
Conservation Council in Kodaikanal about the increasing human-wildlife interactions that have 
been a cause of concern over the past decade: there have been many untoward incidents, 
even in semi-urban areas that have led to a growing apathy towards wildlife in general. The 
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meeting in Kodaikanal was the culmination of a series of meetings with a variety of 
stakeholders – from forest department staff, local farmers, tribal people, the tourism 
department, local residents, the administration – in an attempt to forge a way to for people 
to coexist with wildlife. The meetings were innovative in their ideas and presentation and 
have made people aware of their roles in the potential solutions. 

Over the past year the theme of wild forest foods, as well as health and nutrition in tribal 
communities, have received much interest from all the partners. A training session conducted 
in Tamil Nadu on the above-mentioned theme turned out to be an impromptu regional 
meeting with participants from the other countries (the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Cambodia) also joining in.  

In India, over the past 3 years, the partners of the Ecosystem Alliance project and the NTFP 
Exchange Programme have more or less one network. Many of the issues and concerns that 
the groups are working on are similar and it has been realize that there is much to learn from 
each other. A major achievement of this merger of groups is that conservation and advocacy, 
usually considered to be separate domains, have begun to occupy all the groups. Annual 
meeting of the NTFP-EP in India bring together all the members from both the EA and the 
NTFP networks. Funds and small grants have also been made available to all the groups, 
depending on their needs. 

Achievements 

Conservation 

Nursery 

Most partners had nurseries to raise plants for specific needs in their areas. In Simlipal, 
Odisha, Gram Swaraj had 4000 seedlings of simli, Silk Cotton, a native tree that is on the 
decline. The plants were for a campaign to Save the Simlisimili and 3000 of them were 
planted in 3 villages; 5 other native species were also raised in 2 other nurseries. 

In Bolangir, Odisha, RCDC has been instrumental in the protection and conservation of edible 
and non-edible oil seed trees, especially mahua and karanji. These species have been 
declining in numbers due to various government programmes that promote eucalyptus and 
teak planatations at the cost of native trees. A 
women’s Producer Company that focuses on oil 
seeds have also been campaigning to protect 
native oil seed trees and have helped in RCDC’s 
efforts. 

In Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Keystone Foundation 
planted native plants towards spring and wetland 
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restoration; they focused on the threatened Cycas species of which they planted about 425 
saplings; apart from this there was a focus of bee-foraging plants which were raised in small 
nurseries.  

In Andhra Pradesh, Kovel Foundation established 3 nurseries in Vishakapatnam, Chitoor and 
East Godavari districts respectively and raised about 49,100 plants of several economically 
important species with a focus on Gum Karaya and Flemingia semialata. While undertaking 
the monitoring of survival rates of planted Gum Karaya saplings it was noticed that 2 year old 
saplings did better than a year-old ones, or those of stem-cuttings; this experience was acted 
upon and Kovel now has begun to have plants upto 2 years in the nursery before planting. 
Small plantations of Flemigia semialata in 3 model plots have also been done to serve as host 
plants for lac cultivation. Expertise for this aspect of the work has been gained from Ranchi’s 
Indian Institute of Natural Resins and Gums. Kovel is working on other conservation models, 
both in-situ and ex-situ, where various species that yield gums, medicinal plants, NTFP species 
as well as some wild yams have been raised. Some of the plots are abandoned fallows of 
shifting cultivation with the intention of increasing the biodiversity. 

In Bastar, Chhattisgarh, LEAF raised about 70,000 plants of native varieties of which about a 
third were sent to Andhra Pradesh for an afforestation project. About 8000 plants have been 
planted in the graveyards as part of afforestation of the area; some plants have been used to 
enrich the sacred groves. 

In Uttara Kanada, Karnataka, Prakruti has been working on helping the community harvest 
forest resources sustainably as an attempt to maintain the overall resource base. 
Overexploited species have been identified and these plants have been raised in nurseries 
and planted; the media too has been involved in raising awareness – as with the decline in 
cinnamon trees – to help in conservation. 

ECONET, based in Maharashtra, has been working on the regeneration and craft with 
bamboo; they have raised various species of bamboo for afforestation both from seeds and 
from stumps; alongside they have been raising medicinal plants, including those used in 
veterinary medicine, as well as food plants for the kitchen garden.  

Barefoot Ecology and community-based monitoring 

Besides nurseries several partners continued their efforts with Barefoot Ecology and 
community-based monitoring. Keystone Foundation took the lead on this with a couple of 
workshops and training sessions and pointed ways to efficient data-gathering. This method of 
involving indigenous people in all stages of ecological monitoring of their local forest areas 
helps understand the various lesser known aspects better as well as integrate traditional and 
scientific ecological knowledge available. Simultaneously, it encourages the participation of 
local inhabitants in the management of their environment. This was practiced in Simlipal, the 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR) as well as in parts of Andhra Pradesh. 
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Some of the kinds of questions that were asked by the chosen Barefoot Ecologist in data-
gathering were: 

1. Do the people use the forest still and if so for what purposes. Who are these regular & 
specialist users of the forest? 

2. List 20 important items that are gathered from the forest even today. Describe the 
quantities, price, use, access issues with regard to each one. 

3. What are the important changes you have seen to the forest in the past 10 years? How are 
these changes linked to each other? 

At present in the NBR each of the villages where this has been practiced has created a 
calendar of about 100 native plants and their flowering and fruiting patterns. A wildlife 
sighting calendar has been generated for all the villages which lists number and location of 
wildlife sighted. Biodiversity changes observed along transects has been documented and 
prepared into a seasonal calendar. All the information is kept in the village centers and has 
been displayed as charts and diagrams. Each Barefoot Ecologist has carefully maintained 
registers of all the information collected and trained to undertake the analysis and production 
of the results. They have initiated discussions in their respective villages and regions with 
their own people and also with the forest departments. Involving the village from the design 
to implementation and analysis of results has lead to a more effective implementation of the 
program.  

In January 2015, all the trained barefoot ecologists gathered to make a presentation to the 
officers of the Forest Department; more than 60 of them were present. The department has 
come forward since then to support the program in the region of Sathyamangalam Tiger 
Reserve. 12 Barefoot Ecologists of this region have been trained and will receive their identity 
cards and start to be officially recognized. 

ENTERPRISE AND LIVELIHOODS 

In Odisha the Producer Group members established through Gram Swaraj participated in 
three major exhibitions organized by Govt. of Odisha and got an opportunity to sell their 
products. The products were balms for foot and lip care, different forest-seed based oils, got 
an encouraging reception. At present 6 new Producer Groups were formed comprising 145 
members and they are preparing sal and siali leaf plates. 

Also in Odisha, a participatory assessment of production, need and marketing of the tree 
borne and non-edible oil seed was conducted in 20 villages of Bolangir district. It is found that 
1906 families have 24300 mahua trees; that in 20 villages, 60750 quintals of mahua and 
19440 quintals of tola (mahua seed) are collected; that 4860 kg of tola oil is produced each 
year. After calculations, it turned out that at the time of oil extraction the mill owners keep 
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6479.9 kg of oil cake worth of Rs. 51841/-. Based on such an assessment and ground-truths, 
20 Producer Groups have been formed with 200 members from among the members engaged 
in mahua seed collectors and sunflower oil producers. RCDC has helped involve these 
Producer Groups in transfer of technology, production and marketing, planning, 
implementing and monitoring of natural resource management etc. The members have 
benefited from participating in such projects through gaining access to trainings, information, 
resources and further linkages.  

Keystone Foundation conducted several activities under enterprise development/market 
information/product development and packaging. Some of these actions concerned: 

Trainings on PGS conducted at Madurai and in Orissa 
Geographical Indication support for Toda Embroidery 
Shampoo development using non-chemical ingredients 
Support for Arts & Craft shop at Kotagiri (Ajile Bottu) 
Participation at the Annual Vegetable Show in the Nilgiris District 
Fabrication of driers for NTFPs and fruits 
Metal boxes for storage of beeswax products and spices 
Yarn and cloth products development 
Honey shop at Punanjanur 
Seed support to farmers 
Market promotion through the Bee Museum 
 
Other activities with regard to the sale of organic agricultural and forest farm products, the 
sale of various NTFP-based and value-added products continued through the Green Shops. 
These Shops also served as outlets for products from other parts of the country. 

In Andhra Pradesh, Kovel Foundation motivated 
12 tribal farmers to take up lac cultivation as a 
means to income generation. These are raised on 
2 species of host trees (Butea and Schleichera); 
the next harvest of lac is expected to be in the  

early part of 2016. 

Over the past 3 years LEAF in Bastar has been raising native plants for both reforestation in 
the region as well as for sale to Andhra Pradesh. This year LEAF managed to sell saplings 
worth Rs 4,33,125/-; it also bought and sold mahua flowers and made a profit of Rs 15,000/. 
The profits will be shared by the community members and used as investment in the same 
process for the coming year.  

Prakruti in Karnataka worked on developing the skills of forest dwelling communities, and 
added value to produce collected by the Siddis, the Khare Vokkaliga, the Kunbi and the 
Marathi communities. By organizing the NTFP collectors, Prakruti established the “Prakruti 
Souharda Cooperative” a local level institution that is able to provide access to the market. 
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This institution is the basis for procuring the produce, storing and checking the quality; the 
window links the goods to consumers and helps market the produce. The forest dwellers, 
mainly women’s groups are trained to keep the stock of produce and maintain the accounts. 
This is based on the principles of cooperation, in which every member participates in decision 
marketing. At macro level there is possibility linking this micro level institution to Banks and 
NABARD. This will lay the foundation for strengthening the local network and help to deal 
with other governmental institutions and forest department.  

ADVOCACY 

Even though the government has been indifferent in helping with the implementation of the 
FRA in its spirit most partners have been occupied with helping the communities they work 
with file their claims, especially for the Community Forest Rights. Gram Swaraj has conducted 
meetings in Simlipal to raise awareness in forest-based communities about the FRA. Many 
more claims have been filed in Odisha, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu for CFR.  

LEAF in Chhattisgarh has kept its paralegal trainings on issues that affect the adivasi 
communities in Bastar ongoing.  About 15 sessions have been held in various villages in the 
district on the Panchayati Raj Institutions, the FRA, etc., and 10 community members in 2 
villages have been trained to take over these sessions in the future. This has shown to be 
important as the region is still troubled with problems of security due to the ongoing 
insurgency. 

Prakruti helped mainly to strengthen the Save Western Ghats Movement (SWGM). The 
Movement helped in the establishment of the Western Ghats Expert Ecological Panel headed 
by Madhav Gadgil and his team. The media coverage helped keep the issue of the ecological 
importance of the ghats alive but it was also a source of mis-information. Many politicians 
used the media for their own ends and spread rumours that kept the matters of conservation 
and the constraints of natural resources in the back ground. Prakruti played a key role in 
keeping the public abreast with the truth of the concerns expressed by the Ecological Panel.  
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A view of the Kannedhara Hills 

A crucial battle for the prevention of quarrying of the Kannedhara hill in Srikakulam was won 
by Velugu in Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh. This was the result of an ongoing legal process of 
over 5 years; at present, though the mining company has appealed the court’s judgment 
there seems little chance that they will win. Simultaneously, another partner, Vikasa, has also 
been fighting quarrying in Vishakapatnam district though the matter has not been decided. 

 

A granite quarry 

Subsistence and Culture 

Most the partners have progressed in their work on the documentation of wild forest foods in 
their areas. In a sense the network has gone beyond mere documentation of wild foods and 
are now aware of the status of various species, their consumption by the local communities, 
rare species and also some of the nutritive values.  
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A nursery specific to wild yams (and other wild foods) has been established in Tamil Nadu in 
one of the centres of the Palni Hills Conservation Council. The Centre is close to a tribal 
settlement and has some exchange with the inhabitants, especially about the identity and 
cooking/storing methods of the tubers they are familiar with. The Centre has also proved to 
be an ideal place to hold workshops about wild foods as well as to bring in and grow new 
species for observation and identification.  

 

Wild yams displayed at a workshop in Bastar 

Wild food festivals have been held in many villages where the partners are working, especially 
in Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. These events have helped make the 
communities aware of the richness of their traditional diets; have rejuvenated knowledge 
about identification of the lesser known species; and has alerted communities about the 
decline of certain species. In Bastar, LEAF has planted about 50 kgs of various yams in the 
forest areas near villages. 

 

The wild food nursery in Kudhraiyar, Tamil Nadu 

About 20 species of wild foods had been sent to a laboratory in Odisha for nutritional analysis. 
The results of these tests have been received and may now be used in further work on the 
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subject of wild foods in nutrition. Valuable contacts have also been made with the National 
Centre for Plant Genetic Resource in Cuttack, Odisha, for further support in this field. 

 

DESKS   

The various ‘desks’ within 
the network have 
functioned as centres of 
expertise as well as 
information about specific 
subjects related to NTFPs. 
These desks have 
maintained a level of 
autonomy and have 
conducted their research, 
called meetings and held 
workshops, and supported 
other partners who also worked in these areas.  

Sal Desk/Gram Swaraj 

A ‘design clinic’ workshop was organized for design development of sal leaf and sabai grass in 
May 2015. The programme was conducted in collaboration with foundation of MSME 
clusters, New Delhi. The empanelled designer of National Institute of Design conducted the 
programme and fifteen attractive products were developed. In a significant development, sal 
leaf found its way to global market. A German based company “Leaf Republic” signed an 
agreement with the leaf producer groups for round the year supply of sizable quantity of sal 
and siali leaves and offered a fair price. The producers were trained to meet the quality 
standard of the buyer. 

Honey Desk/Keystone Foundation 

The honey desk had a variety of activities. Some of these are listed below: 

Resource Manual on Forest Honey: 

A resource manual on forest honey was written during the course of the project. The manual 
covers the topics of bee science, forest honey, bee ecology and markets. It will be published 
by January 2016 and copies available to the network.  
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Dammer Bee study 

Stingless bees besides yielding 
honey are important and effective 
pollinators of many crop species. 
However information on the biology 
and ecology of the stingless bees in 
the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is 
limited. For this reason a study was 
carried out to know the density and 
distribution of dammer bees, to 
know the nest architecture of the 

colony, to observe the activity pattern, to gather indigenous information about the bees and 
used of its honey, to understand the rearing of bees in bamboo hives and using experimental 
hives, to know about the threats to the bees and to list out bee forage and propolis collected 
plants. The study was conducted in Punanjanur,  the Pillur valley and the Sigur plateau in the 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve during September- November 2015.  

 

Image 1: Location of nests in Punanjanur 
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Image 2: Location of nests in Sigur 

                            

Image 3:  Colony with entrance tube                                    Image 4: colony with no entrance 
tube 

Due to adverse climatic conditions in the study sites observations and recordings for the 
activity patterns, bee forage plants as part of the objectives were not carried out. The honey 
is harvested during the month of November –December. During the study period honey was 
not harvested and hence the internal colony structure was not studied. As an observation by 
the indigenous community in the decline in the number of colonies rearing of dammer can be 
suggested to address this issue and also play s a role in pollination. An in-depth study on the 
bio ecology would give us a better understanding of the species in this region. 
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Gums and Resins Desk/Kovel 
Foundation 

Kovel Foundation helped the 
partners with aspects regarding 
gums and resins; they have also 
developed an expertise on lac on 
which several other partners are 
working. In August 2015, a team 
of 3 (2 from the Philippines and 
one from Cambodia) 
representing the regional 

programme of the NTFP-EP visited Kovel Foundation as part of the Gums & Resins Exchange 
program for a period of 3 days. They visited field areas of Kovel and interacted with GCC and 
TRIFED officials to understand the Gums & Resins 
value chains besides attending a State level 
workshop on Gums and Resins wherein Indian 
Institute of Natural Resins & Gums (IINRG), Ranchi, 
GCC officials, Gums & Resins collectors/gatherers, 
processors and marketers shared their expertise 
and experiences. The visiting team expressed their 
happiness and satisfaction during their visit. Kovel 
Foundation also shared its experiences through a skype call to the audiences of the Regional 
Forum on Resins organized by NTFP-EP in Manila in October 15. 

Fiber Desk/Prakruti 

Prakruti has been encouraging the use of natural fibres in making various articles of utility and 
craft. Most of the fibres are plant fibres. To upgrade the skills available among the local 
communities connected to the network master designers and crafts persons are engaged to 
guide the students.  

Display of fibre handicraft 

High-quality fibre products have been produced in the workshops conducted annually as well 
as later in the communities themselves. 
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One of the aims of the fibre desk has been to encourage the use of locally available fibres in 
making the required articles (baskets, winnows, etc) that are being replaced by plastic 
artefacts. 

 Through the fibre desk 
hundreds of women 
have been trained to 
produce different 
products. This skill 
development has 
resulted in building 
human and social capital. 
The trainings, workshops 
and exhibitions of 
natural fiber products 
has attracted the 
attention of general 
public, media and policy 
makers.  

An attempt was made to build a model of fiber nursery, in which multiple fiber plants were 
raised. They were planted in the community land. The entire initiative has helped to build a 
strong foundation for working on natural fiber. It has created a pool of Master Crafts persons 
and new products in the market. These products have a great potential to provide sustainable 
income sources and to showcase the high level skills and aesthetic sense embodied in 
traditional communities.  

Publications/Studies/Research 

The NTFP-EP India commissioned a few important studies to enhance its knowledge and 
information base; the reports of these studies are on the network website and available to 
the partners. 

An important study undertaken was about the value chain analysis of several important forest 
products that are being used or traded in large quantities in central India, especially 
Chhattisgarh and Odisha. Some of these produce, like cane, are becoming increasing scarce in 
the region; some have extremely fluctuating prices, like lac, which keep the adivasi people 
who produce them in a state of constant anxiety; bamboo is an important item due to its local 
demand in construction and in making various articles of utility, simultaneously being in 
demand by paper-pulp industries that keeps the State’s hold over them. Harra and giloe 
(Terminalia chebula and Tinosporia codifolia respectively) are both medicinal plants and in 
many places over-exploited and a study such as the present one brings several factors to the 
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fore that may help in their long-term conservation. Tassar (silkworm cocoons) is both 
cultivated and harvested from the wild and has varying conditions for their sustainable 
harvest. 

Another crucial study that was undertaken was with regard to the Forest Rights Act, in 
particular ‘Community Forest Resource Rights in Chhattisgarh and Odisha: Provisions versus 
Realities’ a theme that most of the NTFP-India are busy with. It brought to light that individual 
claims were recognized far more than Community Claims; that CFR claims were recognized 
only due to the pressure of civil society organizations that helped communities; and that for 
the partners it was now time to work on claimed lands – towards CFRs – as well as to continue 
to push for more CFR claims. 

As earlier mentioned, work on very marginal tribal communities, especially hunter-gatherer 
groups, has also begun. NTFP-India took the initiative and commissioned a study/baseline 
survey about such groups in the region, especially those who are/were forest dependent. This 
study is to be the foundation to formulate some kind of programme for their overall 
‘empowerment’. This will in the future contribute to a regional programme for hunter-
gatherer communities.   

Kovel Foundation has initiated a study on NTFP monopoly by certain actors in Andhra Pradesh 
and Telengana; this is in particular reference to the Girijan Community Cooperative that 
monopolizes the buying for NTFPs. The effect of such an arrangement by the state, despite 
the role of the Minimum Support Price on about 14 NTFPs, on both the communities that 
harvest and sell NTFPs as well as on the various forest produce, is being studied.  

The NTFP-India newsletter, Leaf Litter, made its first appearance in November 2015. This may 
be an important step for the network and its allies to express their views and to  share their 
work and ideas with each other in the coming years; the website has also been revived and is 
a place for sharing and uploading network reports as well as reports and other important 
documents in the fields of tribal issues, conservation, climate, etc. 

India has also begun to play a role in the wild food documentation in Sarawak, Malaysia. This 
is an ongoing research, combined with the wild food programme in Indonesia. 

Indian partners have been contributing articles also to the regional newsletter, the VOICES. 

Important meetings 

Meetings 

In early 2015 a meeting was organized in Bhubaneshwar in the continuing efforts to expand 
the network. Individuals working with groups in Siliguri and Purulia, West Bengal, in the 
Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Champaran, Bihar, and from Jharkhand were invited. Though new 
ideas and issues did make an appearance these new relations have not yet been developed.  
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In March 2015 members of the NTFP-India network were invited to be a part of the 
Community in Conservation wing of the Wildlife Trust of India; the meeting on this sub-theme 
of their larger conservation work was held in Manas National Park in Assam. The meeting 
oped up new areas of community-level interventions with an NTFP angle, a matter that has 
not yet been fully capitalized. Some members of the WTI, which has about 25 centres across 
the country, most of them in tribal and forest areas, were invited to the annual NTFP-India 
meeting held in Bhubaneshwar in October 2015. 

The annual meeting of NTFP-India was held in October and several matters were shared and 
discussed. After updates of the partner’s engagements in their states/regions it was stressed 
upon the network that donors were moving out of India and funds to support our work was 
difficult to come by. In a fund-crunched scenario what would remain to us all and how would 
we work together in the future? What emerged from the discussions that followed is 
summarized below: 

Exchange remains the key word in our network and we need to keep that alive. In addition, the 
website is a growing means of communication and should be developed further to the extent 
that we can also publish on it.  
 
Some points that are crucial to us are that: 

we need to work with the wildlife groups while dealing with FRA as there are many complex 
issues such as relocation, etc., that need to be dealt with sensitively, 

many of us work on CFR claims for which other tasks need to be accomplished 
simultaneously:  a practical manual that can be easily used, SFM models or manuals to be 
used post CFR, training and exchange on mapping, a method to check on each of the rights 
granted (eg. only nistaar rights but no management rights in CG, the absence of FRA in 
J&K); for R&R training should be provided according to the new rules of 2013, 

we can begin an FRA update for our area (or link up with the CFR-LA),  

encourage the panchayats to deal with NTFP and biodiversity matters, 

the need to build an inventory of NTFPs in India and their conservation status 

engage in the recent trend of ‘plantations’ in many states and monitor/influence the 
selection of trees, and 

the continuation of seed exchanges as part of our regular agenda. 

Seeing that funds were becoming difficult to come by for much of the NGO activities a small 
session dealt with what we definitely need funds for. Efforts will be made by some of us to 
raise the funds that will be used for the following purposes: 
 

a. An annual partners meeting 
b. For facilitating exchanges of communities and EP-staff  
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c. An advocacy fund to employ lawyers, to travel to meetings, etc.  
d. For arranging technical trainings for partners 
e. A state level meeting fund and to add new partners in each state if any 
f. For support and backstopping of partners in fund raising  
g. To soliciting support from the urban majority through campaigns and advertising 
h. To maintenance the website and other communications 
i. For common publications 
j. For the overall co-ordination of the network 

 

(Photos showing the work for the emergence of a Producer Company in Bolangir) 

 

 

 

 


