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The large majority – me included – wants to be passive and to rely on an 

efficient state apparatus to guarantee the smooth running of the entire social 

edifice, so that I can pursue my work in peace. 

Slavoj Zizek, Trouble in Paradise 

  

Introduction 

The work of the NTFP India Exchange Programme through 2017 faced many challenges, especially in 

responding to new policies or proposals from the government that intended to dilute the rights granted 

for forest rights, ownership and management. This was experienced through the unsatisfactory 

implementation of the FRA, mainly due to official disinterest or downright apathy, as also the aggressive 

pushing of the CAMPA scheme (a compensatory afforestation programme embarked upon to afforest 

degraded lands to ‘compensate for forests diverted for non-forestry purposes) in some states. An added 

dimension was the continuous declaration of tiger reserves – with the enforced temptation of 

compensation packages – without adhering to the rules prescribed by the FRA. Though the Right to 

Information Act was a tool that could be used to gain information about government projects and 

budgets it was found that only 3 of the Indian partners were using the provision. A further analysis also 

showed that most questions to which answers were sought were not answered correctly and one had to 

repeatedly pursue the authorities to get the required information.  

Maoism, and the implications it has due to the tightened security in many tribal areas, continued to be a 

hurdle for NTFP-India’s work. Apart from the central Indian states, the phenomenon reared its head in 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu too, making NGO work in the remoter villages difficult. No solutions to this issue 

– in terms of dialogue or a change in policy – seems to be in sight. One of the reasons given for imposing 

demonetization was to curb black money (and the impact it will have on terrorism) was shown to be 

unfounded. 

Within the work on advocacy almost all the partners in the various states continued to help and support 

communities claim their rights through the provisions in the Forest Rights Act, most of them focusing on 

the Community Forest Resources Rights. To better achieve these aims the NTFP India network organized 

trainings and workshops in many places, both with the officials as well as the communities concerned. 

Though the legislature by itself was a great shift in the government’s position with regard to the tribal 

and other traditional forest dwellers the actual workings of the law remained dismal. In some sense, the 

‘historical injustice’ continued, with claims to forest lands being denied or only a small fraction of the 

land claimed being granted; overall, for the country as a whole, the implementation has remained 

around 3%, with some states being totally against the implementation of the FRA!  



Within the NTFP India network the partners have been occupied with supporting and mobilizing the 

communities they work with to implement the FRA. The overall result of their efforts have been that:  

a. 554 CR titles received out of the total 769 CR claims filed. An area of 336,177.67 acres is claimed 
and recognized as a result of this process. Adding to this 22 CR claims out of these are 
recognized by the District Level Committee, the final decision making authority under the FRA, 
but titles have not been issued to the respective Gram Sabhas.  
 

b. 829 CFR claims are filed out of which 556 CFR are recognized and titles are issued. An area of 
324,831.02 acres is claimed and recognized as a result of this process. In this case also 22 CFR 
claims are recognized by the DLC but titles are not issued to the Gram Sabhas.  
 

c. 12,006 IFR claims are filed out of which 5,786 are recognized and titles issued. An area of 
4,739.81 acres is claimed and recognized as a result of this process. In this case 23 IFR claims 
have been recognized, amounting to 56.92 acres but titles are not issued to the individual 
claimant.  

 

Apart from the FRA the NTFP-India has been campaigning against granite quarries in different parts of 

Andhra Pradesh (headed by Vikasa and Velugu) and an ongoing struggle against coal continues in 

Chhattisgarh. 

Getting Tendu Patta sale rights under CFR- GSMT, Maharshtra 

Work on conservation continued with large scale planting programmes by several partners – many of 

these activities were to upgrade forest areas or for sale to the forest department of other states; the 

focus has been on native species and NTFP-related plants. Planting was to enrich degraded areas or 

sacred groves, as in Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh. There was much work around wetlands and springs 

in the Western Ghats, essentially in Tamil Nadu. In Maharashtra and Odisha partners used the provisions 

in the FRA to make conservation and management plans for lands claimed within the CFR areas. A 

revival of the harvest protocols developed some years before has been revived by some communities; 

barefoot ecology and nurseries gained importance after revisiting these basic tools in the annual EP 

meeting in November 2017. 



Annual Meeting of Partners 

In sustainable community livelihoods there was an increase in the quantity of NTFPs procured and 

processed, and there was an up-gradation of skills in value addition and technologies used to process 

the raw materials. A new thrust was an emphasis in also including agricultural produce – most adivasi 

farmers also cultivate some crops in their homesteads – and these included millets, various kinds of 

traditional rice, turmeric, coffee, etc. The inclusion of agricultural produce included various other related 

activities such as integrated and (zero budget) farming, organic manures, multi-crops, demonstration 

plots, and a kind of ‘sub-network’ that focused on agriculture.  

The emphasis on indigenous food and health, and culture has been taken up by select partners, 

especially those in the Western Ghats and central India. Though the health aspects of indigenous 

communities are equally important as the uncultivated foods they consume it is the latter that has 

received attention; this will be corrected in the coming years with more work at the level of community 

health. Some publications have been made concerning wild foods in peninsular India and nurseries 

established specifically to document and conserve wild foods. 

Taking each theme in turn we can see the details of how the NTFP India functioned in the different 

states that they have a presence.   

Advocacy 

In Odisha, apart from submitting the claims according to the FRA rules, Gram Swaraj supported 70 gram 

sabhas in Mayurbhanj district to get their claims to the District Level Committee; capacity building 

programmes were held to exercise the rights and responsibilities entailed through the FRA. Work was 

undertaken to get the Mankdia people their habitat rights, a special provision within the FRA for 



“Primitive and Vulnerable Tribal Groups”; this has been partially granted and is now considered for 

appeal. RCDC, also in Odisha (Bolangir and Kalahandi districts) worked on getting gram sabhas their 

rights over tendu patta and bamboo, the two most lucrative NTFPs as of now and mostly in control of 

the forest department. This has led to much politicization of the gram sabhas and the other work that 

they could be engaged in, such as the development and implementation of conservation plans for the 

CFR areas. 

 

 

A meeting of NTFP collectors group, Rajasthan 

In Rajasthan, Samarthak Samiti made a list of all farmers eligible for claims under the FRA and handed over 

the file to the SDO in Kotra. The Samiti participated in most of the meetings concerning the FRA and PESA 

that were organized by Astha and the Adivasi Vikas Manch during the period at the block and the district 

level. In the Yavatmal district of Maharashtra GSMT worked at the district level to get the CFR claims 

approved and began working on elaborate conservation and management plans. This work included 

boundary demarcation, stock mapping of forest species, and the claim on water bodies through the gram 

sabhas. The government has approved 538 claims filed with the help of the GSMT. Other activities have 

been the initiation of NREGA work and convergence of activities initiated through government schemes.  

 

In the Vidarbha district of Maharashtra Navi Umed has been engaged in creating an awareness among the 

Kollam and other tribal communities about the FRA, PESA as well as their habitat rights. In 5 of the villages 

where they work the gram sabhas have clarity about the various laws pertaining to the forest and their 

rights as well as the management plans necessary under the FRA. As with GSMT, Navi Umed too has helped 

the people bring in the many government schemes available keeping in mind the community’s needs. The 

community members trained by Navi Umed stayed for 10-15 days in each of the villages and taught the 



other community people to use the GPS, stock map their forest and make other assessments; retired forest 

officials were requested to help with forest boundaries. 

 

 
Workshop on documentation and community-based forest management, Barnawapara, Chhattisgarh 

 

In south India, Keystone Foundation has been working to attain secured forest tenures for different 

adivasi communities living within the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. Though the primary onus for the training 

and capacity building on forest rights under the Act is upon the committee at sub divisional level (SDLC), 

the committee is yet to reach out to the indigenous communities and villages. Keystone has been 

making the efforts to bring the awareness at community level through the training and capacity building 

programs and help the community to organize Gramsabha and Forest Right Committee meetings in 

many villages located in different landscapes. Keystone is also supporting these communities to face the 

challenges of post CFR scenario and some of the efforts have been to a. organize gram sabha and Forest 

Right Committee meetings, b. conduct capacity building training to FRC members and community 

members on forest rights, c. training community members and FRC in preparing maps and submission of 

claims under FRA, d. helping communities to form alliances at various landscape levels, e. facilitating 

community members for dialogue with appropriate government authorities who implement forest 

rights, g. building capacities of gram sabhas to be able to formulate plans for community based forest 

governance and management including sustainability and productivity enhancement plans, h. facilitating 

for the incorporation of community plans with government plans for better governance of community 

managed forests, and i. facilitating advocacy meetings at different levels, including village, landscape, 

district, state and national. 



In Chhattisgarh, PRERAK managed to get 7 CFR claims recognized. In Bastar, LEAF worked on the issue in 

10 villages though only 1 has submitted a claim for the CFR rights; the latter village has also marked out 

its boundary and is now in the position to draw out a management plan. Also in central India, 66 people 

(from 345 families) in the 14 villages of Kawardha have been compensated through employment; in 

addition 250 families have received land rights on total 787 acres. Separately, 136 families from 5 

villages have received compensation of rupees 1 lakh, on acquisition of their land (680 acres) by BALCO 

in Kawardha district. 

 

 
Marking territory, Bastar, Chhattisgarh 

  



In Vishakapatnam district Vikasa has worked mainly on awareness building about the FRA and the CFR 

claims in about 20 villages; most of the villages are populated by indigenous communities who depend 

essentially on forest produce and shifting cultivation for their livelihoods. Further north in the state, 

Velugu, which has been busy the last many years fighting a granite quarry, finally won the battle and has 

now focused on the FRA. Having received a CFR title Velugu is helping the Saora community there to 

prepare a conservation plan.  

Livelihoods 

Ensuring livelihoods took on many forms, from better harvest protocols and technologies for processing, 

better advertising and marketing, to getting rights over certain NTFPs that were traditionally controlled by 

the state. 

 

In 30 villages (Kotra and Dharitawad Blocks) in Rajasthan, village groups were organized for the various 

NTFPs that the people collected. The NTFPs concerned included Tendupatta, Honey, Mahua, Dolma, 

Jatropha, Karanj, Sitafal, Punwad, Kikoda, Amla, Baheda, Palash Flower, Palash Seed etc. The NTFPs 

collectors groups were formed to get better price realization of the products collected by them individually 

or as a group.  In this context Samarthak Samiti organized refresher training programmes for the proper 

harvesting of palash flower, sitaphal, (herbal) gulal, jatropha and punwad; the main issue addressed in the 

training was the premature harvesting that led to a dearth in regeneration. Another activity that Samathak 

Samiti has been involved in since long is in getting the correct price for tendu leaves, an important resource 

in the region. This year too, the Samiti, by organizing several meetings in the villages among tendu leaf 

collectors, managed to pressurize the trader to procure the leaves at a higher price (Rs 100 per 100 bundles, 

as against Rs 85 per 100 bundles). 

 

In the Bolangir district of Odisha RCDC has been working with a women’s producer company to improve the 

production and protection of tree-borne oil seeds. In Mayurbhanj, Gram Swaraj worked with 325 women 

and their federations for the collection, aggregation and marketing of various NTFPs including sal and siali 

leaf, mahua, tamarind, medicinal plants and chironjee. Alongside, honey collection, its processing, 

bottling and marketing was done which benefited 100 honey hunters. Value added products like 

beeswax soap, foot care, lip care and pain balms’ were also developed and sold through exhibitions and 

different outlets. 

 

In Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district LEAF promoted 28 kitchen gardens in 10 villages through their women’s 

groups. This is a fairly new idea for many people but is slowly catching up. In one village the women 

came forward and bought and traded in tamarind, realizing a profit of Rs 10,000. In the northern part of 

the state PRERAK mobilized people in 2 villages (of Rajnandgaon district) to trade in NTFPs. A total of 

200 families (147 of them indigenous families) earned a total of Rs 6,50,000. PRERAK also supported 

people to use the mixed cropping technique in agriculture in 5 villages of Kabirdham district; in Kanker 

district 300 men and women farmers were encouraged to practice organic farming. In addition, 500 

farmers in 10 villages of these districts were provided training and various seeds to establish their own 



kitchen gardens. Many of the seeds are indigenous varieties, some of them being left out of many diets 

due to the influence of modern hybrid seeds.  

 

 
NTFP promotion in Kotra Block, Rajasthan 

 

In Chinturu, Telengana, ASHA has been training tribal youth to use traditional resource, especially 

bamboo and palmyra leaves for their livelihoods. They supported and trained 56 youth in making bio-

products from this material, adding to the family incomes. Two of the women thus trained have become 

strong enough to take over the project activities. There is now an increased awareness among the 

community members about the conservation of bamboo. As palm-tree climbers have become scarce a 

‘tree climbing device’ has also been introduced in the area. Also in Telengana’s Bhupalapalli and 

Bhadradri Kothagudem district 46 farmers are practicing integrated farming systems due to the efforts 

of Kovel Foundation. In 5 villages the people are now aware about natural resource conservation and 

practice zero budget farming. To achieve this 10 master trainers have been employed and they use the 

Giri Lakshmi Thotta and the Annapoorna models of integrated farming. A seed bank of 25 species of 

NTFPs have also been established. 

 

In Maharashtra’s Yavatmal district 15 NTFP groups were initiated by GSMT. These groups collectively 

sold 4400 kg gum at Rs. 8,80,000/- in the local market; 1800 kg of honey of Rs 2, 70,000/- in the local 

market and at exhibitions; 1501 quintals of mahua at Rs. 2554949/- in the local market; and initiated a 

tendu marketing process in project villages, earning Rs 58.61 lakhs. As livelihoods are linked to 

conservation, GSMT has also engaged in building the capacities of CFRMC and gramsabhas, with 5 

villages involved under bamboo management. Villages have taken a gramsabha resolution for bamboo 

conservation and management in CFR and PESA areas for which the gramsabha has used 5% of the PESA 

fund and Manav Vikas Mission fund for bamboo management. In addition, a honey processing unit at 

Jalka village through which 10 quintals of honey has been marketed. In the region GSMT has formed and 



strengthened 40 SHGs and introduced them to the NTFP business and linked them to the local banks. In 

Vidarbha, Navi Umed has trained 20 honey hunters and 125 gum collectors and prepared them to take 

up NTFP businesses; in addition 75 women from SHGs too have become involved in NTFP business. 

 

 
After a discussion on crop diversity in Gariyaband, Chhattisgarh 

In Tamil Nadu, Keystone Foundation, through its producer company Aadhimalai, has procured 53.5 

metric tonnes of produce from the tribal communities in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. Of this 18.5 

tonnes are NTFP produce and 35 tonnes are agricultural produce grown in the land owned by the tribal 

communities. The split up of produce that were procured in the year along with the procurement 

quantities have been mentioned in the table below. 

Produce Procurement (in Kgs) 

NTFP 18,441 

Honey 9,973 

Amla 3,146 

Jamun 2,312 

Soap nut 1,006 

Fig 717 

Shikakai 461 

Beeswax 344 

Dhupa 338 

Seemar 144 

Agriculture 35,022 

Millets 14,471 

Coffee 11,293 

Silkcotton 6,382 



Spices 1,157 

Keerai 325 

Horsegram 217 

Mustard 171 

 

In all, Aadhimalai provided 6,673 number of woman days of employment to the tribal communities. All 

value addition work at Aadhimalai’s processing centres is being done by women members. Aadhimalai 

also provides full time employment to two male staff in administrative work and two male members 

from the community in value addition work. In 2017, Aadhimalai had a turnover of Rs. 1.13 crores, with 

agricultural and NTFPs procured from over 500 tribal community producers, and providing on an 

average about 30% more than the market rates to the producers. In addition, Aadhimalai provided 

incentives amounting to Rs 1.2 lakhs to farmers who supplied their produce to the company; a staff 

incentive of Rs. 35,000 was given. 

Some of the new technologies installed or introduced at the various Keystone centres included a millet 

packing machine, a sealing machine, a solar dryer and a solar drying unit. 

 

Conservation  

All the partners were actively involved in conservation of forests, of sacred groves and in reforestation. 

Quite literally the forest is the base for all NTFP-related work and the adivasi peoples. In Mayurbhanj, 

Gram Swaraj engaged with 241 villages for forest regeneration and management which helped in 

protecting an area of around 27000 ha of forest. The work involved holding village meetings, cluster 

level meetings and district level meetings to build the capacity of village communities. In Januarya 

Similipal Bird Festival, covering about 110 villages within the Reserve, was organizedto sensitize stake 

holders about bird conservation.Gram Swaraj also engaged with 90 honey hunters of Similipal and 

worked with them for conservation of honey bees and sustainable harvest of forest honey.Exchange 

visits and training programmes were organized to strengthen women in forest conservation and 

management activities.As agriculture is closely related to NTFP work, Gram Swaraj worked on the 

conservation of agro-biodiversity by promoting organic agriculture and conserving traditions seeds. 



 

Plant diversity assessment exercise, Bolangir 

Gram Swaraj has been promoting zero budget ecological agriculture in 6 villages with 73 farmers 

adopting this method of farming. Training programmes were organized for the farmers about 

preparation of organic fertilizers and pesticides. Kovel Foundation in Andhra Pradesh and PRERAK in 

Chhattisgarh have also been actively working on organic farming methods. 

In Bastar, Chhattisgarh, LEAF has been working in 10 villages through women’s groups in preventing 

forest fires, illegal felling, and unsustainable harvest of NTFPs. In many villages this work is undertaken 

through the traditional thengapalli method of ‘forest patrolling’. LEAF had raised a nursery of about 

1,22,000 plants of 20 native forest species of which 70,000 were sold in Andhra Pradesh and Telengana; 

an amount of 30,000 plants were used for reforestation and the enrichment of sacred groves and 

degraded areas around the villages. A team of 3 youth from LEAF were invited by the Telengana forest 

department to give a demonstration in nursery work for the officials. Through PRERAK’s initiative 5 

nurseries have been established in Bodla Block, Kabirdham district, with a total of around 10,000 plants. 

In addition, forest conservation work is ongoing with the planting of fruit trees such as mango, tamarind, 

jamun, bamboo & papaya in 5 villages. 

In the Vishakapatnam district of Andhra Pradesh, Vikasa organized a meeting with NTFP collectors from 

eight villages to discuss about the harvest practices. The NTFP harvest protocols that was originally 

published by Keystone Foundation for practitioners (and translated into Telugu by Vikasa) was used for 

the discussion, focusing on the NTFPs traditionally harvested by the local communities. 



In Tamil Nadu, Keystone Foundation worked on establishing nurseries of not only forest species but also 

species important in horticulture and in landscape services (grasses, shrubs, aquatics). The objective of 

these nurseries are to enrich degraded forest areas with appropriate native species, to increase 

biodiversity & aid regeneration, to support growing of non-timber forest species, which are harvested 

for peoples’ livelihoods and have a high commercial demand (includes rare and endangered species). 

The other reasons are to reduce the pressure on the natural forest by planting fuel wood, fodder, 

horticulture species and medicinal plants (sustenance & income generating species) on village lands and 

to promote indigenous species with plantations, estates, resorts, and large private farms for shade, 

timber, ornamental, fencing, etc. About 1337 (of 35species) saplings were planted in this year as part of 

wetlands/spring/shola restoration. Training to set up individual nurseries was provided to forest officials 

at Vaniyampuzha and to the 12 community people at Palakayam (Nilambur). 

Keystone has also been researching on pollination. The focus is to document traditional knowledge on 

native pollinators and generate awareness regarding their importance and current status. Keystone, 

together with NESFAS, Meghalaya, (Northeast Slow Food & Agrobiodiversity Society) aims to create a 

repository of existing knowledge on pollinator species. The Pollinators Network provides information on 

the indigenous bees, pollination services, traditional farming practices, food production, conservation of 

pollinator habitats, conserving biodiversity, and the benefits that farmers and pollinators bring to each 

other. The Network will focus on different agro-climatic zones of India, South and Southeast Asia, Africa 

and Mexico. The other focus of the Network is to create a pool of Indigenous knowledge and practical 

scientific knowledge that can be readily used by students, farmers, various indigenous communities, 

service agencies, social enterprise groups, environmentalists, and policy makers for better management 

of natural resources. The website can be accessed through the link http://pollinators.keystone-

foundation.org/.  

In 2017, three workshops were conducted exclusively on pollination, imparting awareness to 45 

individuals. 32 of the individuals were honey hunters who had special interest in foraging plants for 

bees. A group of 13 coffee farmers, who were part of a PGS group, were also trained on the importance 

of pollination in fruit-setting and therefore coffee yield. Besides these trainings, pollination has been 

integrated into all trainings related to kitchen gardens, organic farming, apiculture, wild honey 

harvesting, and biodiversity monitoring that is being conducted by Keystone. 

Many of the partners have been using the techniques of ‘barefoot ecology’ to train community 

members to make quick and simple assessments of their forest areas. There have been workshops and 

training programmes to expand this aspect of our work; these workshops have included plant diversity 

assessments that have also been used to assess the CFR areas claimed by communities, for instance by 

RCDC and GSMT. In Keystone’s work 10 barefoot ecologists are regularly part of the monitoring and 

community conservation efforts and a total of 20 transects have been monitored for 12months without 

any interruption. The data is processed and analysed by the team. Since September the team was 

expanded to cover 2 more villages and these have been selected. The team will be doing additionally 

monitoring of NTFP use, grazing and firewood collection. They will also be monitoring the quality of the 

water in their farms and forests.  

http://pollinators.keystone-foundation.org/
http://pollinators.keystone-foundation.org/


Some of the partners used the CFR areas to implement their conservation and management plans. 

GSMT supported 41 gramsabhas to develop their plans and initiated their implementation. This included 

building the capacities of CFRMCs; boundary demarcation with the support of local volunteers, retired 

forest officer and forest department officials; training volunteers to use a GPS and stock mapping. Other 

socio-economic information was also gathered for the larger plan that could be used to bring in 

government schemes. A total of 60 village youth were trained as barefoot ecologists. Gram Swaraj and 

RCDC also prepared conservation plans for some villages that had acquired CFR rights. 

 

Culture and Subsistence/Indigenous food and health 

This theme has come to include various cultural aspects such as wild and uncultivated foods, language 

and music, etc. Several partners have been working on the documentation of wild foods in their areas; 

there is also a tuber nursery in Kudhraiyar/Adukkam in the Palni Hills that serves as a documentation 

and study centre. In Odisha, Chhattisgarh and Kerala various events around wild foods (that include 

tubers, greens, fish and crab, as well as traditional crops such as millets) have been conducted by 

RCDC/Gram Swaraj, LEAF and Keystone respectively. Overall, one may say that there is a growing 

awareness about the value of such foods among the local communities.  

 

 

Sharing information on millets and seeds 

In the Nilgiris, work was undertaken by Keystone to study the place that music and musical instruments 

have in the peoples’ lives. Specifically, this was a journey to see the kinds of instruments that depend on 

the forest for the raw material; the skills and their passing on to the next generation; and to understand 

the views of the musicians with regard to their community and the larger world. A small film has been 



made as a documentation of this work. Keystone’s work with regard to indigenous health is also 

ongoing. 

In the East Singbhum region of Jharkhand, Paryavaran Chetna Kendra (PCK) organized the youth into 

‘cultural groups’ to revive traditional dance and music and through that also discuss various issues that 

impinge upon their land. It is through the youth that an awareness has been raised in the villages about 

the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, the FRA and the PESA. They too have begun documenting their traditional 

foods. 

Focusing on community health, Navi Umed has worked with 10 traditional healers (vaidus) to help them 

update their knowledge and information and revived their practices. Their knowledge is also being 

documented.  

 

Reflections 

Though the year was a difficult one in terms of a government resistance to work along with the laws in 

place (especially the FRA and the PESA) most of the partners continued to work sincerely with the legal 

instruments at hand. The year also saw its usual share of exchange visits and learning from each other. 

In the (annual) November meeting some of the commitments were re-stated, which was an assurance 

to each other about the strength of the network.  

Some work does remain a little slack, perhaps due to the schedule and time constraints of the individual 

partners. Communications have improved to some extent but can do much better. The newsletter 

(LeafLitter) saw 3 issues in 2017 with articles from almost all the partners. Through the months of 2018 

regula updates from each partner is expected at a monthly basis. Several exchanges have also been 

planned for the year which will also provide opportunities for partners to stay in touch with each other. 

The year ahead promises to be more challenging. The ongoing problems already brought about by the 

(often illegal) implementation of CAMPA and the declaration of tiger reserves will only accentuate 

matters negatively for the indigenous peoples across the country. Furthermore, the NTFP-India has only 

just begun to focus on the implications of the government policy on increasing areas covered by palm 

oil. In districts that already face a water deficit this water-intensive crop will be an environmental 

disaster; the justification given by the state is to reduce the drain of foreign exchange reserves as India 

imports almost 70% of the palm oil from the Asian market, especially Malaysia. The coming year will also 

see an increase in cross-country linkages, a result of the realization that many of the problems (and 

solutions) are connected between countries and peoples (as with palm oil).  



Palm oil plantations in the vicinity of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  

 

As 2019 is an election year one needs to watch and feel the political wind, as promises and policies 

affecting India’s forests and its indigenous people can be made to suit the circumstance!!   

Publication/Communication 

 

 3 issues of LeafLitter 

 A booklet on the wildfood of Sholiga Community titled Sholiga Jana vanaahara was published 

 Article entitled From close quarters: protecting an adivasi culture the state wants to destroy (The 

Wire) 

 Several newspaper articles on various themes in vernacular languages 

 


